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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


1 TEE Marquis de Langle, is well 
W known on the Continent by ſeveral 
Publications, which abound with wit 
and humour, and particularly by his 
Travels through Spain; a work, in 
which he was ſo ſevere upon the 
government of that kingdom, that 
complaint was made to the French 
Court, a few months before the late 
revolution, and his two little volumes 


were committed by the hangman of 
Paris to the flames ! 


This circumſtance had a very dif- 
| ferent effect from what was intended 
IM the then Miniſter, for a large edi- . 

tion was immediately printed by the 
author 


3 
author in Holland, with this very 
event recorded in the title-page. 


In this Pictureſque Deſcription of 
Switzerland, the author very juſtly 
employs his ſatire againſt every 


thing that appears in the ſhape of 


abuſe in the government and police 
of that country ; but takes every 
opportunity to praiſe the ardent 
love of freedom, the ſpirit of re- 
fiſtance againſt opprefſion, and the 
facred and holy ardor with which 
the Swifs in general ſeem to be 
attached to the liberties of their 
country. 


In his deſcription of the National 


Feſtival exhibited every year at Arth, 


M. de Langle undoubtedly had the 
Grand National Confederation, re- 
cently 


x vil 1 


cently celebrated at Paris,. in his 
eye. 


It ſurely is not unworthy of a 
free people to commemorate, in a 
ſpecies of Hiſtorical Drama, the me- 
mory of thoſe great actions, which 
n gave liberty to their anceſtors, and 
left an example to their poſterity ; 
W and it muſt excite the applaule of 
"ah every patriot Frenchman, when he 
recollects with what generous enthu- 
ſiaſm a great majority of the people 
of England have participated in that 
Revolution, which has united the in- 
tereſts of Commerce with the dearer 
ties of Liberty! 
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Page 6, line 3, for lapſes, read lapſe. 

16, 2d line in the note, and belongs to the hoſpita] 

of Berne, read, belongs to the n of 
zerne. 
18, iſt J. in the note, ſeveral vallies called, Mad. 
_ leveral vallies ſo called. 

22, 1. 11 of the note, for ſoſſtace, read ſolſtice. 

24, |. 5, for muſtecal, read myſtical. 

28, I. 1, forthe battles of St. James, read, the battle 
of St James. 

28, I. 5, for Epaminondes, read Epaminondas. 

32, . 12, for lakes, read, take. 

45, I. 11, for was to enact, read, were to enact. 

87, 1.4. of the note, for the youths, read, for the 
Fon 


bo, 1. 3» for Ziunglius, read, Zuinglius; and for 3 


S 


Kt | Brillinger, read, Bullinger. 


108, ]. 13, for carry away the men, read, carry 
away the cattle. 


1211. 4, for the very air on which, read, the very 
air which. 
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"PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION 


OF 


SWITZERLAND. 


CHAPTER I. 


Deſcription of the Country from Saleure 
to Lieſtal. 


Lr it not ſurpriſe the Reader, if I 
ſnould fly from one place to another, 
for I have rambled ſeveral times over 
Switzerland, and always on foot. My 
remarks were for the moſt part written 
without order and without connection: 
ſometimes under the ſhade of a tree, 
and at other times by the ſide of a 
rivulet I was not then actuated by 
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the wild and ambitious preſumption of 
compoſing a work deſcriptive of that 
country, Every thing that occurred 
to my fugitive ideas and vagrant per- 
ambulations, is here briefly narrated : 
a Child may gueſs my meaning. 


Tur road from Saleure to Baſil is 
at once terrific and poetical: to the 
right and left nothing is to be ſeen 
but rocks, precipices, caverns, and an- 
cient caſtles, whoſe ruined moats, tur- 
retted battlements, and gothic windows, 
ornamented with lilacks and wild gilly- 
flowers, excite ideas of a particular 
kind, Some of theſe Caſtles are inha- 
bited by Provincial Magiſtrates,* and 


Tuts are called Baillies: they enforce the 
edicts of their reſpective diſtricts; judge in civil 
and criminal caſes, and receive the impoſts. Their 
power is more or leſs, according to the ſtates to 
which they belong; and they are accountable for 
their conduct at the end of fix years, which is the 


period of their adminiſtration. Trans, 
have 


OP SWITZERLAND, 3 


have been repaired, whitewaſhed, and 
rendered commodious. 


You next paſs through Langenbrouck, 
Valbourg and Augulte, 


Julius Cxsar ſpeaks much of Au- 
guſte—once a Roman colony, and ſince 
that time a place of conſiderable im- 
portance in Switzerland. It is at pre- 
ſent nothing more than a little, dirty, 
obſcure village, compoſed of about 
twenty or thirty houſes, all of which 
are not worth a ſingle good one. 


Tur Church is converted into a barn; 
its walls are uncovered, its pews are 
filled with filth, and its pulpit, which is 
in ruins and ready to fall, occaſions the 


moſt painful ſenſations to the eye of 
the traveller. 


Tux town of Auguſte is nevertheleſs 
B 2 proud 
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proud of containing ſome ancient ruins, 


"temples of the Gods, their ſtatues, their 


'fo large and ſo high, that ten men in 
front may eaſily march through them 
with their heads ere. I have often 
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a few fragments of Moſaic work, and 
two or three columns of the Corinthian 
order, decayed by age, mutilated by 
accident, lying on the ground, and al- 
moſt hidden under the graſs. 


Tix does not reſpe& any thing—the 


pictures, all moulder away: Thebes 
and Carthage are no more ; the Capital 
has fallen—the Baſtile alſo— their very 
"ruins ſhall be obliterated, and poſte- 
rity ſhall paſs along, nay, walk over, 
without perceiving them! 

Tne ſubterraneous apartments at 
Lieſtal deſerve notice. Theſe vaults are 


traverſed thoſe dark abodes, and on ſuch 
occaſions I always experienced a certain 
degree 
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degree of horror mingled with pleaſure. 
On iſſuing from this eternal night, when 
day has again greeted my longing eyes, 
I have thought of Milton, the celebrated 
Engliſh Poet, and with him have ex- 
claimed, while enjoying the ſplendor 
around me, and. ſaluting the reviving 
ſunb2ams : | 


« Hail, holy liglit, offspring of Heav'n!“ 

Taz Chronicles of this country aſſure 
us, that there was formerly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lieſtal, a ſuperb temple, 
conſecrated to Fortune—or, as ſome ſay, 
to Jupiter Olympus; ſome to Minerva 
and the Sun; ſome to Venus Genetriz ; 
and ſome to the Eleuſinian Ceres. 


Tur Hiſtorians cannot agree on this 
| ſubjet ; and ſuch a variety of opinions 
does but little honor to the Antiquarians 
of Switzerland. 
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Tur walls of this building are till in 
exiſtence, It is aſtoniſhing, nay even i 
humiliating, after the lapſes of fo many 1 
ages, that the cement of the Romans, 
that cement which has given to the 
buildings erected by them ſuch a ſur- 
priſing ſtrength and durability, ſhould 
= {till remain a ſecret to us, 
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CHAPTER II. 


Bubendorff, Baſil and its environs. 


Tue Phyſicians extol the baths of Bu- 
bendorff: I myſelf think that theſe 


baths are ſalutary, when one receives 
pleaſure from ufing them. Cheerfulneſs 
may be accounted a Phyſician, on ac- 
count of its excellenee: It may be 
termed the Moreſcence of the mind; 
and is as neceſſary to it as the bloſſoms 
and leaves are to trees and plants. 
Cheerfulneſs is a ſpecies of coſmetic— 
of virgin-milk, which wards off the ra- 
vages of age, and which preſerves to the 
features, the ſkin, and the complexion, 
an air of freſhneſs and juvenility. 


Basil has been fortified. Its ramparts 
re decayed, and they ſtill allow them 
10 decay.—So much the better. Draw- 

B 4 bridges, 
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bridges, baſtions, * red coats, and fierce 
cocked hats, inſpire the mind with a 
certain degree of melancholy, tighten 
the breaſt, obſtruct the preſpiration, and 
tint every idea that ariſes with the colour 
of blood. The heart contracts itſelf, 
and occupies leſs ſpace, on entering a 
fortified place. 1 love to ſee ramparts 
nodding towards their fall—I love open 
cities—drawbridges and baſtions -always 
portend misfortunes, 


Tur Rhine runs through the middle 
of this place. 2 is at Baſil that the 
Rhine becomes a river—becomes beau- 
tiful—becomes noble—and' perhaps, even 
ſuperior to its reputation. 


Ix the circumference of a tertible long 
mile, Bafil contains no more than twelve 
thouſand inhabitants—and yet it is termed 


— CG 
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* Des habits courts, de grands bonnets---has been 
thus familiarly tranſlated. Trans, | : 
* a Capital 
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a Capital! Its ſtreets reſemble a deſert, 
and the grals with which they are incum- 
bered is a diſgrace to the people. 


Tur neighbourhood of this place is 
delightful in the ſummer, and more eſ- 
pecially during the morning. It is in 
the morning that thoſe ſcenes ought al- 

Tn ways to be viſited ; - it is in the morning 
alone that they can be enjoyed ; it is in 
the morning that nature is young—is 
freſh ;—I had almoſt ſaid, is a Virgin! 
At ten or eleven o'clock, at noon, the 
noiſe, the buſile, the rays of the ſun, 
have already polluted her ; the flowers 
no longer emitting ſweet odors, by this 
time begin to hang down their heads: 


the youthful bours of the day are vaniſhed. 


How few are the pleaſures of life! 
We murmur, complain, and do not enjoy 
even the little portion of them allotted 
tous. How delightful it is to contemplate 
the dawn of day! How pleaſant to en- 


joy 
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Joy the ſweet perfumes of the morning ! 
To rile early is productive of one of the 
moſt exquiſite ſenſations in life; and 
yet the Sun generally appears above the 
horizon, without finding any one to ad- 


mire his glory. | 


Ly 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 


+ 


The View from the Village of Wild—Ta- 


vernier. 


Bor if in all the univerſe there is an 
enchanted ſpot—a ſpot in which nature 
moſt delights to ſport, it is ſurely that in 
the midſt of which Wild is erected. From 
this town, two miles diſtant from Bafil,, 
one may perceive every object in the 
univerſe that is worthy of admiration., 
From the windows of its little Church, 
you may, with a ſingle glance of your 
eye, view Lorraine, Alſace, part of 
Switzerland, almoſt. all the Marquiſate 
of Baden, the Rhine, the Birs, the Bir- 
ſeck, vallies, hills, a number of  vil- 
lages ; in fine a horizon ſo adorned and 
ſo immenſe, that the moſt warm and 
pictureſque imagination, can never be 

able 
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able to conceive ſuch charming land- 
ſcapes, or ſuch a joyous perſpective. 
What a pity that a gibbet, erected at 
about three thouſand paces from the 
place where I ſtood, ſhould have de- 


formed this ſuperb picture with its 
ghaſtly ſhadow ! 


How proud I ſhould be,” ſays Cicero, 
« how much glory ſhould I not achieve, 
and how much my former aſſbciates 
would enwy me, it the Gods were to 
decrees, that my Conſulſhip ſhould be- 
cbme the epoch, when Rome was to ſee 
the croſſes, the wheels, the pillory, and 
the other fignals of execution, which diſ- 
grace our public places, diſappear from 
within its walls!” What would the Ro- 
man Orator have ſaid; if he had ſeen in 
the neighbourhood of Wild, a ſcaffold 
that ſtains and disfigures as it were, the 
richeſt and moſt ornamented ſpot on the 
whole ſurface of the globe ? | 
21 SWITZERLAND 
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SWITZERLAND in general, may be 
termed the country of fine proſpects. 
After having for twenty years inhabited 
the moſt delicious climates in Aſia; — 
after having inhaled all the perfumes 
of Timor, Aden and Surat ;— after hav- 
ing trampled under his feet, the tur 
quoiſe, the emerald and the opal ;—after 
having been cloyed with the delicate 
fruits and exquiſite ſpices of the Mo- 
luccas, of the iſland of Ceylon, and of 
Arabia the Happy ;—attra&ted and ſe- 
duced by the recollection of the ſweet- 
neſs and variety of theſe ſcenes,  Taver- 
nier abandoned Perſia, left the Indies, 
bid adieu to the Indus and the Ganges, 


and returned to end his days in Switz- 
erland.* | 


* Joan Barrisr TAvennixs was born in Paris, 
in the year, 1605. His father, who was a native 
of Antwerp, having ſettled in the capital of France, 
carried on a very extenſive trade in Geographical 
Maps, and thus the natural inclination of the Son 

towards 
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towards travelling, was greatly augmented, and 
perhaps, at firſt encited by the daily converſation 
in his father's houſe, concerning whatever was cu- 
rious or remarkable in foreign Countries. At the 
age of twenty-two, he had viſited the fineſt king- 


doms in Europe; England, Germany, Flanders, 


Switzerland, Poland, Hungary and Italy, were at 
that early period familiar to him. Inſtead of being 
ſatiated with enjoyment, his mind was rather im- 
pelled to more diſtant and more dangerous under- 
takings. He afterwards made no leſs than fix 
Journies into Turkey, Perſia and the Eaſt Indies; 
and for the ſake of variety purſued all the different 


routes at that -time known. But the gratification 
of his curioſity was not the only motive by which 


Tavernier-was impelled ; he underſtood the value of 
Jewels better than any man in that age, and traf- 


- ficed in them to ſuch a large amount, that he ac- 


quired an immenſe fortune; and having been en- 


nobled by Louis XIV. he purchaſed the Barony of 


Aubonne, a little town in the Pays de Vaud, between 
Geneva and Lauſanne, to which he * retired. He 
there employed himſelf in dictating his travels 


for it is a memorable circumſtance in the hiſtory of 


his life, that, notwithſtanding his amazing facility 


at acquiring foreign languages, he had either en- 
' tirely forgotten his own native tongue, or had 
never made any progreſs in it; he was therefore 


forced 
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forced to employ ſeveral of his friends in drawing 
up his relations. 


In conſequence of the derangement of his af- 
fairs, by the miſmanagement of a Nephew, whom 
he had ſent to the Levant with a cargo, the 
prime coſt of which amounted to 2,22,000 French 
livres, Tavernier, towards the latter end of his life, 
found himſelf aſſailed with all the horrors. of 
diſtreſs; and being obliged to ſell his little lord- 
ſhip in Switzerland, undertook a ſeventh journey to 
the Eaſt in the year 1687, He accordingly fet out 
and had travelled as far as Moſcow, a city at that 
time the Capital of Ruſſia, where he was arreſted 

by the hand of Death, in the 84th year of his age. 
Ihe Marquis de Langle is miſtaken in . 
that he died in Switzerland. Trans. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
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PICTURESQUE SCENES. 


The Lake of Tbun. 


| I: is the Valais—it is the Pays de Vaud, 
where one ought to ramble ;—it is to 


the ſummits of Gemmi, of Grimſel, of 


Turca, of St. Gothard, that one ought 
to aſcend ;—or, if otherwiſe diſpoſed, to 
. Joiter along the lakes of Sempach, of 
Thun, of Geneva, of Bienne. 


No ſhall never forget the lake of 
Bienne. I was returning from the iſland 
of St. Peter*—I was on the road to Nidau 


This iſland, which is ſituated in the midſt of 
Bienne, and belongs to the Hoſpital of Berne, and 


was the aſſylum of the querulous but amiable F. 
J. Rouſſeau, until he was baniſhed from it, by the 
perſecuting ſpirit of that Ariſtocratical Canton. T. 
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—I had croſſed this fine lake: —it was 
ſeven o'clock in the evening. The day 
had been ſcorching hot—the night was 
charming—the air refreſhing—the Hea- 
ven ſerene :—there were neither wind 
nor clouds—it was a total calm ;—the 
elements of air and water—all nature 
| ſeemed inanimate. Every thing was in 
my favor. Every ſtroke of the oars in- 
ſpired me with ſome new idea—ſome new 
pleaſure—or recalled to my memory 
ſome new delight. I never had ſuch a 
full and complete enjoyment of my ex- 
iſtence—I never had ſo much occaſion to . 
pour out and to unbolom my mind—my 1 
imagination had nearly ſtifled me — 
ſcorched, it darted upon every thing, 1 
penetrated every thing, and embrace 2 
the whole creation. O! lake of Bienne, 4 
1 hope once more to reviſit you! N 


Akrisr! wherever you may be, go | , 
and ſail upon the lake of Thun. The | 
C © $57 
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day that I firſt ſaw that charming lake, 
had nearly been my laſt. My ſoul ſeem- 
ed to wiſn for its eſcape ;—I was about 
to die from the pleaſure arifing from the 
exceſs of ſenſibility and enjoyment—lI ac- 
tually was on the point of fainting away. 
But as it happened to be the cool of the 
evening—the influence of the ſtarsg—the 
ſilence of nature - and the abſence of day, 
reſtored me to myſelf, refreſned my 
blood— and thus the night, as it were, 
ſaved my life. 


Wr are in great want of a general 


map of Switzerland: — We are in great 


want of a topographical deſcription of an 


original—of an univerſal country—of a 
country, that in the ſpace of ſeventy-five 


leagues, unites all the features—all the 
ſituations— all the peculiarities—all the 


varities, ſcattered up and down, from 


one pole to the other. Rocks, glacteres,* 


- | # SxvERaAL vallies called, from being covered 
- over with ice. Trans. 


torrents, 
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torrents, rivers, lakes, caverns— Nature, 


in all her forms, is to be found in Switz- 
erland——and Switzerland, if one may 
hazard the expreſſion, contains the whole 
world in miniature. 


AnD for whom is this ſuperb and magic 
gallery deſigned? —For whom are theſe 
grand and ſublime pictures of nature in- 
tended ? For whom this aſtoniſhing and 
rich creation? For a cold, an inſenſible, 
phlegmatic people for a people who do 
not feel ſor any thing, who do not ima- 
gine any thing, who never weep, and 
who are never affected for a people in- 


capable of livly emotions and ſtrong 


paſſions—for a people who never were 
acquainted with the delirium, the enthu- 
ſiaſm of Poetry and of Painting, nor the 
tranſports, the delights, the agreeable- 
neſſes, the furies, the frantic and the fiery 
accents of an impaſſioned attachment. 


C 2 Wu 
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Wr ſhall, no doubt, wait a long time 
for this chart, which we ſo much ſtand in 
need of. Beſides the difficulty of mea- 
ſuring a country interſected with chaſms, 
mountains and defiles, whoever under- 
takes this taſk, will alſo have to ſubdue 
the ſuſpicious temper of the natives. — 
The Swiſs always look upon Draught: 
men and Surveyors, as ſo many ſpies in 
the pay of foreign countries. It has 
often happened that Painters and other 
travellers have been ſtopped in the midſt 
of their labours, and have with great 
difficulty eſcaped from the puniſhment 
due to traitors, 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER VI. 


— — —  - 


 Maupertius—St. Nicholas and bis Coach. 


Ar Dornach the tomb of Maupertius 
is to be ſeen. This Philoſopher removed 
to that place from Bale, for the change 
of air, and ſcarce had he arrived there 
but he fell dangerouſly ill. When he 
perceived his diſſolution approaching, he 
ordered his attendants to carry him to 
the infirmary of the Capuchins at Dor- 
nach. The Spirit of Grace, no doubt 
on the watch for him, attended, obſerv- 
ed and directed all his ſteps; for imme- 
diately forgetting the Poles and the 
Laplanders, and the Hyperborean re- 
gions and Voltaire, Maupertius confeſſed 
himſelf to a Prieſt, believed in God, 

are God, and died with his head full 
6 of 
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of projects for eternity! Atheiſm allo 
has its Cowards.* 


Tur 


* PeTzR Lewis MAuPERTIUS, an eminent Phi- 
loſopher, was born in 1698. In his early youth he 
had a ſtrong propenſity to mathematics and to war; 
de indeed embraced the profeſſion of arms; but 
having diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſoon aſter by means 
of his great genius, he abandoned the military art, 
and devoted himſelf to the ſciences. In 1736, he 
was placed by Lows XIV. at the head of the Aca- 
demicians, who were ſent into Swediſh Lapland to 
determine the figure of the earth, and being always 
inclined to ſingularity, while obſerving the folſtace 
at Torneo, in the province of - Weſtrobothina, he 
fell in love under the polar circle, and actually 
compoſed verſes in honor of his hyperborean miſ- 
treſs, amidſt the frozen regions of the North. 


O his return, the Prince Royal of Pruſia, after- 
© wards Frederic the Greal, invited him to Berlin to 
be Preſident and Director of the Academy there. 
He accordingly went, and that Monarch being at 
war with the Emperor, the Philoſopher inſiſted on 
partaking the dangers of it along with this warlike 
Sovereign. His cloſe and intimate connection with 
| Frederic, 
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Txt Pariſh Church of Dornach would 
be charming, were it not for a ridiculous 
picture that disfigures it: It is a paint- 
ing of St. Nicholas, who is aſcending to 
Heaven in a coach. We laugh at the 
ſtory of Alborac or Borac,* who, accord- 
ing to the reveries of the Koran, carried 
Mabomet into the preſence of the Al- 
mighty; and what would a good Muſſul- 
man ſay at ſeeing St. Nicholas going the 
fame road in his coach? It is true in- 
deed, that in every page of the pro- 
phetic books, there is much diſcourſe of 
chariots and horſes e find that Job, 


Frederic, occaſioned certain ſuſpicions againſt the 
orthodoxy of his faith. It was on a viſit to the 
Bernoulis, the ornament of Switzerland, that he 
was ſeized with a malady that ſoon proved fatal. 
He died in July 1759. Trans. 


+ Tuis is the name of an animal of ſuch extraor- 
dinary ſwiftneſs, as to equal the lightning itſelf; 
and on this Mabomet mounted, when he was con- 


ducted by the Angel Gabriel to Heaven. Trans. 
| Zacariab, 
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Zacbariab, Habakuk, and the writers of 
the Chronicles, called Kings and Judges, 
are continually mentioning courſers and 
carriages; but theſe are always in a 
myſtecal, metaphorical and enigmatic 

ſenſe. This concluſion will not probably 
make in favor of the Painter; his pic- 
ture, however, is not the leſs whimſical 


on that account, and more eſpecially his 
carriage, 


In the Veſtry are two heads, ſaid to 
have been painted by Salvator Roſa :— 
the one ſeems to be a ſoul in Paradiſe, 
and the other, a ſoul that has had the 
"misfortune of being damned. The firſt 
_ repreſents a woman crowned with roſes, 
. violets and acacia, which are intermixed 
with their reſpective foliages ; while the 
ringlets of her hair, falling to the right 
and left, reſemble thoſe fillets with which 
the Greeks ornamented the heads of their 
divinities. The ſecond is a man, who 


opens 


| 
| | | 
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- opens his mouth, makes a hideous gri- | 

mace, and lolls out his tongue. Theſe 

two heads are very fine; but without | 

conſidering the intention of the Painter, 

all the world has miſtaken the one for 

the Goddeſs Flora, and the other for a | 
| 
l 
| 


Satyr. 


Rugs has painted Calumny, in the 
Luxembourg gallery, under the form of 
a Satyr, who protrudes his tongue. The 
pictures of Salvator Roſa and of Rubens, 
are exactly the ſame, a few triffing cir- 
cumſtances excepted. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


wiſs-blood—the Neſen—the river Birs— 
the battle of St. James. 


Tur Spring is ſcarcely commenced be- 
fore the inhabitants of Bale run to St. 
Fames's, to eat Naſen*, and to drink of 
the wine of Scherbkeſſel. This wine is 
rough and harſh—but becaule it grows 
at St. James's —becauſe it grows in that 
place where ſo many Swils have ſigna- 
lized them'clves— have died, and are 
interred ;— this horrid wine of Scherb- 
keſſel, which the people call Swiſs-blood, 
appears to them infiniteiy ſuperior to 
the vintage of Champaigne and Bur- 
gundy, or the delicious wines of Greece 
and the Morea. 


A xy15n ſo callec, on account of its ſhape re- 


&myvling the human noſe. . * 
— | Tus 
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Tux Naſen is an ugly fiſh, very com- 
mon, full of prickles, as thick as one's 
thumb, and about the length of the 
middle finger ; it is caught in the river 
Birs in the beginning of the ſpring. 


Tux Birs is an imperceptible river, if 
I may ſo call it. Its ſource is celebrated 
for a peculiarity, which occaſions it to 
be the barometer of the inhabitants who 
live in the neighbourhood. When it is 
about to rain, the water which ſprings 
from out the bowels of the earth carries 
with it as it flows, ſlime and dirt : when 
the ſtream is clear and limpid, they are 
well aſſured of enjoying fine weather. 


Tux battles of S4!umine, of Platea, 
and of Marathon—the exploits of Marius, 
his victory over Jugurtha, his wars againſt 
the Cimbri and Teutones— the overthrow 
of Xerxes, or the defeat of Darius, are 


leſs memorable, leſs extraordinary, than 
D 2 the 


28 PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION 


the battles of St. Fames. But, becauſe 
this battle was fought neither in Greece, 
nor at Argos, nor at Leſbos—becauſe 
the Commander in Chief was not called 
Alcibiades, or Epaminondæs, or Serto- 
rius, or Pompey, it is ſcarcely ever men- 
tioned. What a melancholy truth, that 
the glory of Sages, of Conquerors, and 
of Kings, ſhall thus remain buried in diſ- 
honorable obſcurity, without a ſingle ſyl- 
lable being uttered either concerning 

their names or their country ! 


© TRAVELLER, go tell in Sparta, that 
we have died in obedience to her laws.” 
Such was the inſcription over thoſe ſlain 
at Thermopylæa. Ye, Swiſs, walk 
along the walls of Farnſberg, traverſe 
the plains of Pratelen, croſs the Birs, 
ſtop here, and ſee what glorious deeds 
patriotiſm can inſpire !'— This ought to 
be the inſcription on the Hoſpital of St. 
James. The Swiſs have perpetuated the 

| memory 
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memory of a hundred events leſs memor- 
able than this battle. In truth, the 
ſtranger who has ſeen, on the borders of 
the lake of Lucern, at Nefels, at Gran- 
ſon, and at Morat, a multitude of mo- 
numents erected to the national glory, 
is aſtoniſhed to traverſe the plain of St. 
James, without being able to perceive 
the leaſt veſtage of that memorable day. 


NoTw1THSTANDING this forgetfulneſs, 
the battle of St. James is ſo famous in 
the hiſtory of this country, and it was 
followed ſome years afterwards by ſo 1 
great a revolution, that the moſt minute 
circumſtances concerning it have become 
precious. Whoever wiſhes to make him- vu 

ſelf acquainted with theſe—whoever has 
curioſity enough to learn the ſituation _ | 
of the ground, the route of the two ar- 
mies, the number of the combatants, and 
their reſpective evolutions, ought to con- 
ſult the hiſtory of Baron d' Alt de Tif- 
fentbal. ae 


— 


CHAP. 


: — OO ———————_ 
” 
: 
* 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Bravery of the Swiſs —theCiimate—a Tem- 
peſt—a Fire. 


Ir is not only while fighting for their 
own liberties, and upon their native 
foil, that the Swiſs have ſacrificed their 
lives, loſt their members, and laviſhed 
their blood. 


Ir we conſult the hiſtory of France, 
we ſhall find, that it was they alone who 
acquired the victories of Ceri ſoles, of 
Moncontour, and of Dreuz ;—it was they 
who ſaved Charles IX. during the retreat 


to Meaux ;—it was they alſo who ſup- 


ported the Monarchy in thoſe unhappy 
times, when it was menaced with deſtruc- 
tion by internal convulſions. Their 


whole hiſtory does not furniſh one ſingle 
inſtance 


% 
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inſtance of treaſon or cowardice. In 
Holland, in Italy, and during the con- 
teſt for the ſucceſſion, troops belonging 
to the ſame canton, and commanded by 
friends, by relations, and even by bro- 
thers, were ſeen attacking each other 
with ſuch fury, as to baniſh every idea of 
colluſion and dece.t. 


Tux climate of Switzerland is mild, 
and but little ſubject to variations. It 
\ is more equal than that of France, and 
the ſeaſons preſerve their reſpective cha- 
racteriſtics with much more uniformity. 
One never ſees in that country thoſe 
unnatural ſprings and ſummers—thole 
thick miſts—thoſe ſombre and cloudy 
days—and thoſe untimely rains, ſo con- 
trary to the regulations of the world, ! 
the common order of things, the combi- 
nation of the elements, and the diſpoſi- 
tions ſo infinitely ſage of the Potent Dii- 
penſer of cold, of heat, of wind, of rain, 

and of fair weather. 
D 4 OFTEN 
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OFTEN at the vernal equinox, during 
the month of March, the . roſe-buſhes 
begin to puſh forth their leaves, the 
foreſts aſſume a livelier hue, the very 
butterflies expand their. painted wings, 
and flutter about their beloved flowers. 


Tre heat would be unſupportable 
during the dog-days, if it were not ge- 
nerally allayed by means of ſhowers, 
hails, tempeſts, and the North wind, 
which intercept and abate the fierceneſs 
of the rays of the Sun, and takes away 
from the atmoſphere that burning 
warmth which enervates, oppreſſes and 
ſuffocates. | 


IT is, perhaps, owing to this diverſity, 
that the diſeaſes incident to Summer are 
ſo ſeldom experienced in Switzerland, 
uch as putrid fevers, tertians, &c. In 
fact, Hippocrates, in oppoſition to vulgar 
' prejudices, predicts a more healthy year, 
it the Spring and Summer prove tem- 

peſt uous. 
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peſtuous.“ Hippocrates was a judge of 
theſe matters. 


HuRRICANES are frequent, furious, and 
continue ſometimes for two or three 
days and nights, during which not a 
ſingle ſtar appears above the horizon ;— 
thick and black clouds cover the face of 
Heaven, and hide the fountain of light 
the ſun-dials are entirely uſeleſs. 


I 8T1LL hear—l fill ſee—I will now 
deſcribe .one of thoſe hurricanes. I had 
coaſted the lake of Lucerne I was on 
the road to Maria-Einſideln A an Eaſt- 
erly wind all of a ſudden began to blow, 
while I was between Zug and Kuſſnach. 
The rain poured down in torrents, and 


* « St vere & ſtate tempeſtive pluat. 


+ Called, Our Lady of the Hermits, a pilgrimage 
no leſs famous for the prodigious concourle of 
ſtrangers, than on account of the immenſe riches 
with which the temple is decorated. 


pinned 


2 


* 


of the roſe or the violet; nor do we in- 


enced this mortifying truth in the courſe 
of that day. I arrived very late at 


on fire ; I roſe and followed the croud. 
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pinned me, as it were to the earth ; the 
wind ſometimes, however, carried me off 
my feet, prevented me from proceeding, 
formed an impenetrable barrier in my 
way, and actually obliged me to retrace 
my former footſteps. I yet feel the earth | 
tremble beneath nie, and ſeem to yield Ml 
to the power of the elements: l thought 

that the fate of the world was then to be 
decided ; and that Nature turning ſuicide, 

was about to annihilate herſelf. 


« ALL flowers are not of the colour 


habit a terreſtial Paradiſe.” I experi- 


our Lady of the Hermits. I was ſcarce 
aſleep, when piercing cries, intermixed 
with the noiſe of bells, awoke me at one 
o'clock in the morning. A village about 
2000 yards diſtant from where I ſlept was 


From 
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From ten to twelve houſes were already 


reduced to aſhes. Corn, furniture, linen, 


cattle, every thing was conſumed. A 


charming young woman, her head un- 


covered, her hair diſhevelled, her bo- 
ſom naked, and her cheeks bathed in 
tears, attempts to fly, falls into the fire, 
and is conſumed! Another woman juſt 
eſcaped from the torments of child-birth, 
endeavours to ſave herſelf and her infant ; 
ſhe happily traverſes the flames —lſhe is 


actually out of all danger from the de- 


vouring fi re, when a burning rafter being 
detached from the roof of a houſe, falls 


and cruſhes her to pieces! The craſh 


of joints and of beams—the crackling 
of flames—the general affright—the tu- 
mult—the cries of more than three hun- 
dred wretches weeping, groaning, and 
running backwards and forwards, have 
made ſuch a laſting impreſſion on my 
mind, that I ſtill fancy myſelf preſent at 
this conflagration, and have contracted 

| a certain 


\ 


1 — 8 = 
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a certain degree of horror at the very 
idea of fire. Since that time, the fight 
of a burning coal, of a light, and even 
of a ſpark, intimidates and alarms me. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


A Rural Dance—Marriage—The manner 
in which the Engliſh Ladies dance. 


My eyes and my heart had both need 
of relief. During the whole day cvery 
thing had the appearance of fire ; I there- 
fore to amuſe myſelf, went to dance at a 


wedding in a country village. Nothing - 


in the world can be more gay than thoſe 
rural feſtivities—all the ſenſes, all the 
hearts of the company are enraptured 
with mirth—are nothing but joy ;—one 
| ſcems to have paſſed the ivory gates, to 
wander in Elyſium, to be ſurrounded 
by the ſouls of the happy, and to think 
chat eternity has commenced. 


Wx never marry in cities under ſuch 
auſpicious 


ry 
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auſpicious circumſtances—Heaven and 
and the conſtellations no longer ſhed 
their cheering influences upon our nup- 
tials. Our feaſts and entertainments are 
become dull and moroſe—T hanks to the 


art of our cooks, to the delicacy of our 


viands, our wines, our liqueurs, and to the 
libidinous activity and malignancy of our 
imaginations, we prattle and laugh . but 
it is not the natural—it is not the real 
laugh ; the heart is not preſent at the 
banquent ; and our high breeding pre- 
vents our gaiety from ever treſpaſling 
beyond the bounds of a ſmile. 


Tux men in Switzerland, in general, 
are clumſy dancers, and exhibit a cer- 
tain degree of melancholy in all their 
motions ; they are leaden-beeted, and have 
no ear. The women, on the contrary, 
dance with great vivacity, are quick in 
all their motions, light, lively, and al- 
ways in the air; it ſeems as if the earth 

burnt 
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burnt their feet :—It is improper, how- 
ever, that they ſhould dance with down- 


caſt eyes, without ever looking at their 
partners. 


Tuts modeſty and reſerve, ſo com- 
mendable at church, at table, or in any 
other aſſembly, ought to be entirely ba- 
niſhed from the ball-room. Amorous 
looks, friendly ſqueezes of the hands, 
even kiſſes themſelves animate a ball, 
render it more agreeable, and never 
give occaſion for ſcandal :—the violin, 
the clarinet, the tambourine, and the fla- 
gelet, purity every thing. 


Tnose who preſide over this part of 
education, ought to command their pu- 


pils to ſmile at every ſtep. There is 


nothing in the world - more unnatural, 
than to fee an Engliſhwoman put on a 


ſerious and ſulky appearance amidſt the 
quick 
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quick turns of an allemande ; black and 
F white, night and day, form leſs extrava- 
q gant contraſts ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Generoſity and Hoſpitality of the Swiſs— 
their Hoſpitals. 


Tur Swif are calumniated by thoſe, 
who, on account of a few uncommon in- 
ſtances of parſimony, have not been 
aſhamed to accuſe the whole nation of a 
ſordid avarice ; of taking an uſurious in- 
tereſt on money lent on pledges; and of 
making ule of every unjuſtifiable means 
of procuring wealth. Nonation is in gene- 
ral, more generous and hoſpitable than 
they are. There are a great number of 
charitable aſſylums to be found in every 
part of Switzerland ; a prodigious multi- 
tude of alms- houſes for the maintenance 
of the aged; many foundations for the 
accommodation of the unfortunate, and 


more eſpecially for the reception of preg- 
nant women. 


E TRE 
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The external appearance of the hoſ- 
pital of Berne, ſeems to announce the 
palace of a Sovereign. This niagnifi— 
cence is perhaps reprehenſible, more el: 
pecially in a Republic. What is want- 
ing for the ſick? Convenience, clean- 
line, falubrity—nothing more. The 
hoſpital of Berne reunites all theſe ad- 
vantages. The moſt generous huma- 
nity, and the ſtricteſt regularity preſide 
over the adminiſtration of this charity. 
The greateſt care and attention is paid 
to the patient ; everyone has a bed to him- 
ſelf; every bed has proper curtains and 
a couple of mattreſſes; and no ſmell, 
either good or bad, 1s perceptible in the 
apartments. 


Warn one walks along the wards, 
they ſeem, even during the ſevereſt 
froſt, to be as airy as the ſtreet. I have 
always wiſhed that the duties of this 
hoſpital were performed by means of 

| women. 
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women. I deſpair of the cure of the = 
ſick when they are not committed ta 1 
their charge. A man appears aukward 
at making a bed, at preparing a ſoup, 

or at preſenting a baſon of water-gruel. 
The other ſex is always more proper 
than ours to tend and nurſe the afflicted, 
and more ready and eager to anticipate 
their wants. Mild and humane, in the 
government of an infirmary, they dil- 
cover the moſt vigilant attention, the 
moſt faſcinating care, and the minutiz of 1 
order and of neatnels, ſo neceſſary for 
their proper organiſation and character, .J | 
all of which are inſpired by the ſenſibi- 

lity of their own hearts, rather taan | 1 
the operation of any rules whatever. 


Tur wing deſtined for the reception 
of lunatics, affords a fight at once me- 
lancholy and diverting. It is the fame 
every where elſe as among ourſelves. 
One of theſe unfortunate wretches fancies 


E 2 himſelf 
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himſelf to be God the Father ; another 


Halls himſelf the Holy Gboſt; a third 


imagines, that he once was General of 
the order of Capuchin Friars, that he 
died, was reſtored to life, and has 
ſince been by turns, a war-horſe and a 
woodcock ! 


Tux hoſpital of Baſil, claims a repu- 
tation, which it is far from deſerving ; 
the Directors of it are accuſed of rob- 
bery and miſmanagement. To the diſ- 
grace of the human heart, it may be 
fairly aſſerted, that there is nothing 
ſacred from its rapacity ; indigence it- 


ſelf is pillaged, and it commits its depre- - 


dations within even theſe aſſylums. It 
condeſcends to pilfer rags, it tithes ſoup, 
it diminiſheth bandages, it leſſens the 


dimenſions of a trucklebed, and even 


cribs from the nails that are deſtined for 
a coffin ! 


I know 
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I know not whether I now aſlert it for 
the firſt time, or whether Il make uſe of 
a repetition ; but it is not of any conſe- 
quence :—One cannot too often repeat 
how baſe thoſe Stewards are, who are 
guilty of mal- practices in the adminiſtra- 
tion of public charities. The Criminal 
Code pays them a compliment, by ſup- | 
poſing them innocent; or rather, it is " 
entirely filent concerning them ;—but if | 
morality was to enact laws, theſe two- 
legged gibbets and their ſatellites—theſe 
nefarious adminiſtrators would all be 
hanged—ipſo fafo. | 


One is aſtoniſhed, above all things, 
that thoſe petty-larceny tricks, which 
demonſtrate the baſeneſs of the heart of 
man infinitely more than great vices, b 
ſhould not occaſion the leaſt ſurpriſe. 7 | 


Dare I to utter it—For the good of the 
human ſpecies is it not to be wiſhed, that 
great crimes were more common, and = 
. paultry miſdemeanours more rare? =_ 
TBB g 
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Tur Hoſpital of Fribourg, founded in 


the middle of the fifteenth century by 


the Magiſtrates Gambach and Meyer, 
augmented fince that period by the re- 
ſpective donations of the Counſellors 
Enlirberg, Kemmerling and Pithon, poſ- 
ſeſſes confiderable revenues. The bu 1d- 
ing is nevertheleſs too imall by half; the 
ſick complain of bad attendance and bad 
victuals. One third of the aged and 


infirm fleep on the ground during the 


rigors ot winter—are in want of fire, and 
never drink any thing but water :—It is 
wine alone that can reanimate and en- 
liven theſe untortunates. 


WINE is the conſtant friend of old men. 
It compoſes them—it rocks them, as it 
were, to death—and generally obtains 
them a few years of reſpite from its 
fangs. In refuling a little drop of wine 
to theſe miſerable people, it ſeems, that 
they abſolutely wiſh them to die; and 


that 
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that they would actually kill them if they 
durſt. The Phyſician of this laſt hoſpital 
is almoſt in his dotage ; and as to the 


Surgeon, he is a common Barber ! 


Tris claſs of men, ſo uſeful, ſo dan- 
gerous, and whole frequent miſtakes, 


are productive of ſo many bad conſe- 


quences this claſs of men, * whoſe abi- 
lities ought to be ſubjected to ſuch a 
icrupulous enquiry, never undergo any 
examination in Switzerland. There, 
whoever pleaſes, may bleed, purge, 
trepan there any one may vend 
drugs, or compound medicines, receive 
patents of aſſaſſination, and brevets of 
homicide | | 


AT what other period than the pre- 
ſent, in which one is the dupe of quacks 
and impoſters of ſo many different 
ſpecies, has health, the firſt of all bleſ- 


ſings, more need to be defended againſt | 


the 
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the murderous attacks of Pharmaceutic 
ignorance, and medical preſumption ? 


Dr. Gregory,* an Engliſh Phyſician, 
has publiſhed two treaties on the original 
fources, from which all our fundamental 
knowledge, concerning medicine, ought 
to be drawn. 


Tux young men in this country, who 
are intended to practice the healing art, 
ought to ſtudy and meditate on theſe | 
books, and follow the excellent advice 
offered them by this gentleman. One 
of theſe treatiſes is entitled, Lectures 
on the duties and qualifications of a Phy- 
ſician;” and the other, «© Obſervations 
on the character and conduct of a Phyfi- 
clan.” —Theſe works are tranſlated into 


Tuts Gentleman, an eminent Scot's Phyſician, 
who reſided at Edinburgh, and diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf by his literary and medical abilities, died ſome 
years ſince; 


the 
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the French language, and may be found 
every where, 


M. Tiſſot has written on the ſame ſub- 
Je& ; but unfortunately his work is cir- 
cumſcribed in its deſign, as it contains 
nothing but general principles and 
vague obſervations. 


Tur durial-ground is immediately 
0 before the gate of the hoſp tal of Zurich. 


t, What a dreadful thought, that a man, 
le conſuming under the heat of a burning 
LE fever, or covered with wounds, cannot 
* enter this place, without being ſhocked 
s at the horrible ſight of that earth, 
YI which is about to encloſe him; and 
1 of the human bones, that are ſtrewed 
f. every where around! While reclining 
to 


on his bed, he, as it were, touches his 
tomb; and the frightful idea of death 


* ferments his blood, encreaſes his diſor- 
Im- F q 
me er, 
hel 
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der, and neceſlarily cuts ſhort his ex- 
iſtence ! 


St. Bernard thought that Monaſte- 
ries ought to be always built in 
marſhy and unhealty ſituations ; ſo that 
the religious being generally afflicted 
with diſeaſe, would then have death 
perpetually before their eyes, and 
thus be always occupied about eter- 
nity. Were not the founders of the 


. hoſpital of Zurich of the ſame opinion 


with St. Bernard ? 


SincE mankind, abjuring the ſtate 
of nature, have united together, there 
never has exiſted, in any part of the 
globe, a more reſpectable eſtabliſh- 
ment than that of the Society of Euvu- 
LATION and Comrass10n at Baſil. No 


where do they better obſerve, or exer- 
ciſe 
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ciſe with more boundleſs charity, that 
delicate regard and tenderneſs, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to be exerted towards thoſe baſh- 
ful poor, who are aſhamed to diſcloſe 
their wants. 


» 


ALL the members who compoſe this 
amiable confraternity, are citizens diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their humanity, by the 
purity of their manners, and by never 


having incurred the cenſure of the 
public. Genteel families, who have 


fallen into indigence ;—young women, 
whom misfortunes might lead to dif- 
honor ;—the ſhopkeeper—the mechanic, 
burthened with a numerous family of 
children ;—widows-—orphans—and more 
particularly the inhabitants of the ad- 
Joining country, are the objects of their 
paternal ſolicitude: It is from thence 


that the appearance of miſery never 
F 2 ſhocks 
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. ſhocks the eyes of a ſtranger within the 
canton of Baſil. 


Ir the traveller does not like the 
| Poets in their flowery and romantic 
\ deſcriptions, —hear the pipe of the 
| ſhepherd, the ſong of the labourer, 
and the laughter of the ſhepherdeſs ; 
—if he does not perceive Pan at a. 
diſtance crowned with flowers, with a 
reed in his mouth ;—if he does not 
ſee Fauns, Sylvans, groves, bowers, 
rivulets ;——it he has not conſtantly 
before his eyes, landſcapes animated 
by games, by dances, and by ſongs, 
he does not, however, ſee here as in 
the heart of France, the moſt hideous _ 
rags, and the moſt diſguſting naked. bf 
neſs; he is not purſued along the; 
road by ſkeletons in want of b 
and by a crowd of little unhappy; 
wretches, who tell him of the num 


ber 


n ad 
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ber of their brothers and ſiſters ec | 
poſed to famine, and of their ſick 'v 
mother dying in bed! | = 


EZ CHAP. 1 


54 PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION 


CHAPTER X. 


Zurich—tbe Inhabitants are well clothed, 
and eat Fleſh! 


Ix the liſt of thoſe Cantons, in which 
abundance is viſible, that of Zurich 
ought not to be forgotten. The clothes 
of the pooreſt of the people there, 
are undisfigured with either holes or 
ſtains they poſſeſs good ſtockings, ſhoes 
and linen. I have traverſed this canton 


ſeveral times I have frequently ſeen 
the ſhirts and ſhifts hung out to dry ; 


of thirty, I have ſcarce perceived three 
to have a ſingle rent in them. 


Tux is not a town there, how- 
ever 
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ever ſmall it may be, where there is 
not a fleſh-market. An ox, bleeding 
under the knife of a butcher, ſeems 
to loſe all its horrors in a village. 


A PEASANT eat beef! What a theme 
for bitter reflections to the inhabitants 
of cities, who but too frequently cannot 
procure fleſh! 


The houſes do not correſpond with 
the neatneſs, and with the rural lux- 
ury of their veſtments. The furni- 
ture and utenſils of cookery—the in- 
ſtruments of labor the veſſels of wood 
and of earthenware, are far from be- 
ing numerous. The generality of the 
towns and villages are ill built—the 


houſes are conſtructed of wood, and 


the roofs being badly covered, ſcarce 
exclude the burning rays of the Sun, 
F 4 the 
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the rigors of cold, and the inconve- 
1 niences of wind and of rain z—almoſt 
[ the whole of them are without doors: 
the inhabitants enter at a window ! 


—— 


| 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


The Swiſs bade degenerated—they are fond 
of ſmoking and drinking. 


To thoſe few who have reſided for 


any conſiderable time in Switzerland, 
it is quickly perceptible, how much 
the Republican ſpirit of its inhabitants 
has univerſally degenerated. The Athe- 
nians, the Romans, the Spartans, ſpent 
their time in public places they liſten- 
ed to the orators of their country 
they attended the Senate, they frequent- 
ed the Campus Martius —or lerved 
with the armies and fleets, by ſea or 


by land; — but the Republicans of 


* Tux place where the youths performed their 
military exereiſes. 


Berne, 


2 — od _— 
— 
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Berne, &c. who prefer tobacco to 
politics, nine-pins to orations, and the 
bottle to news, ſpend their lives in 
an ale-houſe, where they ſmoke, drink, 
play, and gaze at the travellers who 
pals by. The women are entirely 
baniſhed from theſe clubs, or aſſembles. 
A Society without Women! There is 


nothing there but wine, brandy and 


other ſpiritous liquors, calculated to 
chaſe away care ;—but the remedy is 
worſe than the diſeaſe. 


IT is eſpecially in the little Cantons 
that this cuſtom is the moſt obſervable. 
The two ſexes have there almoſt be- 
come utter ſtrangers, and entirely un- 


* acquainted with each other. If the 


huſband ſpeaks to his ſpouſe five or 
fix times in the courſe of a year, 
it is the moſt that is expected. 
The women there, live like fo 
many Queen-bees——they vegetate a- 

mong 
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mong themſelves, and have not as 
yet contrived how to ſign and write 
billet-doux! One day at Zug, I en- 
tered one of their houſes, but did 
not ſee a ſingle man, except my 
conductor ; fifteen or twenty women, 
were prattling, and playing together ; 
I thought at firſt that all the men 
were concealed in conſequence of a 
wager. 


CHAP. | 
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CHAPTER XII. 


The Proteſtant Cantons. 


Tur inhabitants of one half of 
Switzerland profeſſes the Proteſtant 


Religion. It is Ziungluis, Q@colom- 
paduis, Bucer and Brilinger, who 
may be reckoned the authors of the 
Reformation in Switzerland; it was 
they who firſt dared to deny the 
infallibility of the Pope - to brave his 
anathemas—his keys, and his triple 
crown! The deſire of ſhaking off 
the yoke of the Roman Pontiff, in- 
flamed every boſom. Bern, Zurich, 
and Baſil, embraced the opinions of 
Calvin, concerning Grace, Free-will, 
and Predeſtination; and without re- 
ſpect for holy impoſture, in a mo- 

| ment 
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ment the altars were demoliſhed, the 


crolles, the chalices, the images were 
trampled upon; the miſſals were torn 
in pieces; the plaiſter-ſaints were re- 
duced to powder, and the wooden 
ones given to the poor people to 
light their fires with! 


Ir was about this period that the 
Proteſtant Cantons, by an edict, pro- 
hibited every one from ſaying any thing 
of God, either good, bad or indifferent ; 
and it was in the midſt of theſe trobles 
occaſioned by the fury of the Reformers, 
that the inhabitants of Baſil precipitated 
the Legate of Pope Jobu XXII. from the 
top of a terrace! 


Tnost times are no more! Europe 
has aſſumed a new appearance ;—Fana- 
ticiſm no longer occaſions the death of 


any one ! 
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I PRETER this terrace to all the ter- 
races—to all the walks with which I 
am acquainted—becauſe it is planted 
with elms—becauſe it is ſituated upon 
an eminence, and more eſpecially, be- 
cauſe it is aſtoniſhing how much it re- 
ſembles Motte-d-Madame, at Rennes, 
where I uſed to divert myſelf in my 
youth. 


THrexe is a powerful charm attached 
to the place of one's nativity—a hid- 
den magic—ſomethiug inexpreſlibly af- 
fecting, which no other ſituation can 
inſpire, and which no language can 
deſcribe. Where are the diverſions 
of my infancy? Where are thoſe days 
ſo full of pleaſure, ſo replete with 
Joy—without foreſight, without afflic- 
tion? Where are my firſt, my beſt, 
my only friends? Where is my little 
ſweet-heart, and the cockade which ſhe 
uſed to pin every Sunday to my hat? 


O MN 
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O, Mx native ſoil! O, the ancient 
gardens of my father! Charming 
ſcene—walks planted at my birth 
trees of the ſame age with myſelf— 
ſhall I never fee you miore? Ye cheſ- 
nuts that adorned the court-yard, I 
have heard that you were to be cut 
down :—Have they dared to lift up the 
impious axe againſt you ? 


ALTHnovcn the Reformed is the nati- 
onal and prevailing religion in the Pro- 
teſtant Cantons, yet all le&s are tole- 
rated—all communions admitted—all 
kinds of 'worſhip are allowed. At 
Berne, at Zurich, at Neuchatel, there 
are a great number of Papiſts, of Ana- 
baptiſts, and Moravians. The Preada- 
mites alſo have made great progreſs 
there, and have already acquired a 
number of proſelytes. They boldly 
affirm, that the world has exiſted from 
all eternity ;—that warmth, cold, dry 

and 
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and wet, have never been confounded; 
and that the words chaos, matter, &c. 
are only poetical terms for day and 
night. 


Alruova the government of Switz- 
erland allows to all ſeéts the liberty 
of thinking, of praying, and of wor- 
ſhiping God, after their own parti- 
cular fancy, yet the Catholics have 
not any churches in the Proteſtant 
Cantons. Beſides, that the enigmatical 
and myſterious foundation of the Ro- 
man faith has always appeared to them 
to be whimſical, and beyond the reach 


of human belief, the Prieſts and Monks 


have been the caule and the ſupport 


of moſt of the inſurrections in Switz- 


erland ;—the remembrance of their ra- 
pacity, of their luſt, of their depraved 
manners, is ftill ſo freſh, and as it 
were, yet bleeding in their memory; 
in fine, crimes of every ſpecies have 

ſo 
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ſo often profaned the ſanctuary, and 
ſullied the Prieſthood in this country, 
that the Reformed ſtill continue to re- 
gard the Roman faith as a rotten branch 
of chriſtianity ! 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Death— Annibilation—Reſurrefion. 


Monracne, whom we may look upon 
as the author who has ſpoken moſt mer- 
rily of death, and who often ſays with 
his ordinary frankneſs and gaiety, that, 
te could be chooſe, be would much rather 
prefer to meet death on hor ſe-back than in 
bis bed, that he might avoid the blubber« 
ing retinue that ſurrounds the dying,” 
ought to have inhabited and dwelled 
in Switzerland. There, they have no 
Clergymen who menace the expiring 
patient with Hell-flames ;—no Monks, 
who make death a hideous affair, and 
paint the Avenging Angel in black and 
melancholy colours! The Proteſtants, 

ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained by their confidence in a God 
full of bounties, die converſing and 
ſmiling with their family. No where 
are thoſe languiſhing on a ſick bed, fo 
compoſed and ſo ſerene. One may al- 
moſt exclaim, Vive la mort!“ in theſe 
Proteſtant countries ! 


IT is the ſtrong belief of a reſurrec. 
tion—it is the certainty of being more 
happy—it is the ſolacing idea that their 
friends and relations are ſtill in exiſtence, 
and that they ſhall enjoy hereafter the 
pleaſure of their intercourſe and ſociety, 
that ſoftens the horrors of death among 
theſe people - that enables them to look 
it in the face without trembling, and 


without growing pale, and makes them 


play, as.it were, with it, in the ſame 
manner as the peaſants of Bohemia and 
the Tyrol ſport with ſerpents, notwith- 
ſanding their enormous thicknefbs, their 


G 2 frightful 
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frightful his, and their flame-coloured 
eyes. 


SrRPENTSs— Lions —even Tigers, are 
leſs furious, leſs cruel, than is generally 
imagined. Their paſſions are excited 
by trembling and flying before them. 
It is with tigers, with lyons and other 
wild beaſts, as with the Great: they 
are formidable, becauſe we run away 
from them, or fall on our knees before 
them—let us advance—approach—con- 
front them ! 


THe future is a ſecret known only to 
God. I know not, nor do I wiſh to 
know the lot which Heaven has deſtined 
me to receive. It matters not :—I wiſh 


to revive. 'I abhor—lI reject with hor- 
ror, the frighttul dogma of annihila- 


tion. 


- 
— 


Reflection 


* 


* 
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RESURRECTION !— Reſurrection The 
word refreſhes my blood ;—ever ſince I 
have been capable of thinking, I have 
cheriſhed this hope, and I feel myſelf 
delivered from a dread that would other- 
wiſe overwhelm me. 


War, if the regions of infinite 
[pace—W hat, if all above, and all be- 
low the ſtars ſhould be uninhabited and 
ſolitary! What, it the ſpheres them- 
ſelves ſhould revolve in an immenſe 
void! Let us baniſh from our minds this 
cruel and diſconfolate idea. No—No— 
Reſurrection belongs to our nature :— 
once created, non-exiſtence, hath loſt 
its empire, and hath no more power 
over us! 


Yr. unfortunate among mankind—all 
ye who ſufler afflicton, have but a little 
patience : a new order of things will ſoon 
open to your wandering ſenſes ;—you 

55 will 
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will ſoon be happy: the rich in their 
turn ſhall grow pale, be disfigured, be- 
reft of an aſſylum, be over-burthened 
with children, and their only veſtment 
ſhall be, the rags about their loins ! 


—— 


| SE. Har. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Soldiers—Drill Serjeants— Military Evo- 
lutions—Thbe Power of Brandy. 


Braves the regiments which the Swiſs 
furniſh to Holland, to Sardinia, to 


France, and to the King of Naples, &c. 


every Canton has always a little ſtanding 
army of regular troops, and every city 
its own proper garriſon. Theſe national 


forces, badly paid, badly clothed, badly 


fed, and diſcontented with their fitua- 
tion, are reviewed five or fix times every 
year, and are fatigued with continual 
exerciſe. My blood runs cold when in 
Switzerland and elſewhere, I ſee a raſ- 
cal of a ſerjeant or a corporal with a 
cane in his hand, wheeling his tellow 
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creatures to the right and left, and with a 
kick of his foot, ſetting ſtraight the un- 
fortunate breech that nature has intended 


to project outwards. 


I May do wrong; but without wiſh- 
ing to calumniate the preſent mode 
of military dicipline---without deſpiſing 
glory—without ſaying a word againſt 
the utility of taFics, of military evolu- 
tions, of the regylations of Miniſters of 
State, and of the ideas of Generals, who 
are little better than drill ſergeants ; it 
is well known that the unneſſary motions 
of the firelock—the marches and coun- 
ter-marches, and turning hike a whir- 
ligig, either on one leg or on two, are 
not wanting towards the gaining of a 
battle, the cutting off of a convoy, or 
the capture of a city. Courage, -and the 
art of delpifing death are not learned on 
the parade, or in the camp, but in the 
field of battle, in the face of the enemy, 

amidſt 
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amidſt the noiſe of cymbals, and the ſti- 


mulating efluvia of powder and of blood, 
of duſt and of brandy ! 


PxessED to give orders for attacking 
the enemy, © I expect the ſuttlers here 
preſently with the brandy,” replies the 
Duke of Marlborough. © Wine is the 
ſoul of a ſoldier,” ſays Montauciel ; the 
Critics may laugh at this, but the Philo- 
ſopher, after profound meditation, is 
forced to allow that Montauciet is in the 
right ; for notwithſtanding it may be but 
little flattering to human vanity, this 
ſaying ſeems to have been inſpired by 
the God of War. Why then ſhould it 
. excite a laugh 7 


H CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Hermits, &c,—Hermitages. 


Ix the Catholic cantons, the Hermit. 


ages are very intereſting : that of Ma- 
deleine, in the canton of Fribourg, is 


worthy of inſpection. The church, 


the belfry, the veſtry, the cellar, and 
the reſectory, are entirely dug out of 
the ſolid rock; the windows are large 
and elegant, the ſides are formed with 


prodigious art, and the roots of the apart- 


ments are cut with uncommon nicety. 
One man has done all this—a ſingle man 
has conſtructed the whole hermitage ;— 
he died while yet young, the dupe and 

| martyr 


— 0 
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martyr of watchings, of mortifications, 
of flagellations, and of ſimilar virtues. 


1 7 .. = * * = 


a . * ». AO * * * *, 


Tux real Hermit eats graſs only, 
which he ſearches for in ſome conti- 
guous paſture ; and on faſt days he eats 
leſs than ordinary. I am in doubt whe- H 


| 
ther the fervor of the firſt ages of | fl 
Chriſtianity, was ever able to devile ſo f 1 
ſevere a regimen, or, if you pleaſe, fo 1d 
ridiculous a one ! 


ABouT two leagues from Vadelaine, 
there is another hermitage, built on the 
declivity of a hill; a number of roads 
lead to it. Theſe roads are eaſy, diffi- 
cult, dangerous, mountainous, agreeable, 
variegated—in fine, they exactly reſem- 
ble human life. The Hermit fleeps in 
his tomb, and ſpends his life in praying, 

10 H 2 in 
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in weeping, and in chaunting hymns and 
holy ſongs; * * * * * 62/60 
Children always ſing when they are 
afraid! | 


. CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Manufaftures of Switzerland —The Inha- © 
bitants deteſt Agriculture. 


Tur Swiss carry on ſuch an immenſe 
trade in printed callicoes and ribbands, 
that they may be ſaid to furniſh half the 
world with top-knots, beaus, cloaks and 
petticoats. Sully, the miniſter of Hen- 
ry IV. looked on thoſe men as fools, 
who pretended to an uncommon ſhare 
of intrepidity, by having doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope ;——Sully, who 
aſſigned to manufactures the laſt rank 
in political ceconomy,—who preferred 
the moſt common fruit and pulſe to all 
the ſcarce and coſtly productions that 
the Indies could boaſt of, has adviſed 

H3 ; the 
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the Swiſs to abandon their looms, and 
betake themielves to the plough. For 
want of labourers one half of their coun- 
try remains uncultivated ; they, how- 
ever, deſpiſe the earth, diſdain its pro- 
ductions, and think that agriculture 
would diſhonor them! 


FRoM thence proceeds the neceſſity 
of importing, at a great expence, from 


the Milaneſe, from France, from Al- 


lace, from the circle of Swabia, and the 
marquiſate of Baden, corn, eatables, and 
proviſions of all kinds, which the deli- 
cate hands of the inhabitants diſdain to 
procure for themſelves. 


-Frow thence proceed thoſe! heathis, 
which ſeem to have no end from thence 
thoſe putrid and extenfive marſhes (a- 
mong others, that of Anet, in the can- 
ton of Berne) which, by means of their 

peſtilential 
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peſtilential vapours and unhealthy fogs, 
deſtroy a- number of children annually, 
while yet in, their cradle, and boys and 
girls in the flower of their age. Thus, 
lately periſhed a charming young lady, 
whom I ſaw in paſling through Anet ; 
whom ] felicitated myſelf with the hopes 
of ſecing again; but who, alas! was a 
corple on my return! F 

Taz QEconomical Society of Berne, 
have. been occupied on this ſubject ; 
the members have already laid a.great 
number of plans before the Council ; 
but theſe are ſtill to be conſidered as ſo 
many plans, for they remain as yet un- 
executed. 

TE cultivation of the earth has not 
always, been deſpiſed in Switzerland; 
for their Hiſtorians recite the following 
anecdote with no ſmall ſhare of pride: 


H 4 A DUKE 
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A Dux of Auſtria, while travelling on 
horſe-back from Rappeſlwyl to Winther- 
thur, happening to crols the fertile coun- 
ty of Kibourg, in the canton of Zurich, 
ſaw near to the high-road four noble 
horſes harneſſed to a plough; a youth, 
who poſſeſſed a charming perſon, di- 
rected their motions, while an old man, 
whole hair was whitened by age, opened 
the furrows. Surpriſed at the ſuperior 
air of the two laboures, no leſs than 
the beauty of the cattle, the Duke ſtop: 
ped, and turning towards the grand 
maſter of his houſhold, ſaid, « I have 
« never ſeen ſuch reſpectable peaſants, 
or ſuch fine horſes before.” <« Be not 
aſtoniſhed, my Lord,” replies this officer, 
te theſe are the Baron de Hug: and his 
fon ; behold, at the foot of yonder hill 
is the ancient caſtle belonging to their 
family ; and if you are ſtill in doubt, to- 
morrow you will fee them come to do 
homage to you.“ 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, on the next day, the Duke 
perceives the ſame labourers arrive on 
horſeback at his court, attended by a nu 
merous retinue of their Vaſſals. After 
the Baron had paid the uſual homage to 
his Sovereign, he preſented his fon to 
him, and entered into converſation. The 
Duke being unable to ſtifle his curio- 
fity, ſeized on this opportunity to ſatisfy 
his impatience. * Was it you,” ſays he, 
«« whom I ſaw yeſterday near to the 


high-way, holding a plough ſuperbly de- 


corated ?“ «© Yes, my Lord,” replies. 
the Baron: “ next to a war undertaken. 
tor the defence of one's country, I know. 
of no occupation more honorable for a 
gentleman, than that of cultivating his 
own eftate ; I, therefore, do this as an 
example to my ſon.” 


Tuus thought, and thus ated the an- 
cient Swils, who equaling the Romans in 
their courage, reſembled them alſo in their 

taſte 
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taſte for agriculture and a country life. 
The ſame hands that wielded the lance, 
or carried the banner, thought not them- 
ſelves diſhonored/b6y4uling the ſpade, and 
brightening the plougſhare. More than 
once, in the midſt of the Alps, and at 
the foot of monnt Jura, as well as on 
the banks of the Tiber, the General 
has been ſeen leaving his plough, to 
repel, at the head of his equals, the 
enemies of his country; and returning 
triumphant, he has been known to fol- 
low his ſuſpended labours with additional 
ardor.! One may ſee from thence, that 
a ſtate may be as much indebted for its 
profperity— 


To Ceres“ ſcythe, as to Bellona's ſword, 


But it is more eſpecially in an. age 
when agriculture appears to be honor- 


* © Alafaulx de Ceres, qu au ſabre de Bellone.”” 
VoLTAIRE'S Epiſtle ta Madame Denis, on Agriculture. 


ed ;— 
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eck; —in an age when CEconomical So. 
cieties are every u here occupied in dif-: 
ſertations, in obſervations, &c.—in an 
age when the marſhes of Aunis, of 
Flanders, and part of the waſte lands 
about Bourdeaux, have been ſubjected 
to agriculture, and changed either into 
paſture or corn lands: in ſuch an age, 
| ſay, it is not a little ſurprifing, that 
the people of Berne do not endeavour to 
drain the marſh of Anet. 


« If I were a Lieutenant of the Police” 
(This ſingular exclamation is attributed 
to a Sovereign who loved his people,*) 
« If I were a Lieutenant of the Police, 


I would prohibit cabriolets. As for 


* Louis le bienaime. 

+ Light low chaiſes, ſometimes with one and 
ſometimes with two horſes, which the young nobi- 
lity were uſed to drive in a furious manner along the 
ſtreets of Paris and the environs, to the great dan- 
ger of the foot-paſſengers. The ſuppreſſion of this 
nuiſance is one of the many evils that have been cor- 
rected by the late Revolution, 


myſelf, 
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myſelf, were I at the head of the Re- 
public of Berne, that indigent and ſterile 
country which ſurrounds and compoſes the 
marſh of Anet, ſhould be drained and de- 
dicated to agriculture in the ſpace of two 
years. There is no land, however barren 
it is, or however much it may: be covered 
with briars and thorns, but the ſpade and 
the hedging-bill will make it wave with 
a golden harveſt, or bloom with roſes. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Funerals. 


Ir is more particularly in the pompous 
interment of the dead, that the abuſe of 
luxury throughout Europe appears in all 
its ablurdity. The Swiſs, more reaſon- 
able than any other nation, think that 
it is ridiculous to eſcort with pomp, and 
to enter with idle and uſeleſs ceremony, 
a maſs of fleſh without life, ſtranger to 
all that paſſes concerning it, and igno- 
rant whether they laugh or cry around 


its coffin. 


NoTHiNG can be more ſimple than 
the funerals in this country are; there 
is neither wax tapers nor coffin: the 
dead corpſe being covered with ſtraw, is 

thrown 
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thrown into a cart, and the driver whips 
on to the church-yard. The obſequies 
of the Magiſtrates* are performed rather 
a little leſs cavalierly: their bodies are 
carried by bearers; their brother ma- 
giſtrates and their relations follow in 
proceſſion; a large cloak covers the 
- corpſe from head to foot; a ſtreamer 
of crape floats behind it in the air, and 
a huge flapped hat ſhades the face from 
the light of Heaven! All the burial 
places are without the gates of the cities 
and towns. The moſt abſolute demo- 
cracy reigns in them: the rich man and 
the. beggar, the ſervant and the maſter, 


* In France and in moſt Catholic countries, this 
difference is ſtill more viſible than in Switzerland, 
If it were poſſible for one of the common people to 
riſe from the dead, and afliſt at his own funeral, 
humbled andidiſgaſted at the manner in which they 
were carrying him to his grave, he Would not wiſh 
that his body ſhould be interred he would rather 
beg that it might be caſt on the dupghill. 


— 


confound od 
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confounded one with the other, rot in 
conjunction. Titles, ranks, every mark 
of ſuperiority is effaced ;—there is no 
diſtinction in the grave! 


Arrrx the example of the Greeks 
and Romans, the Swils chooſe to hve 
among the dead ;—like them they make 

the church- yards their favorite walks ;— 
like them they plant them with ſyca- 
mores, with cypreſſes, and other me- 
lancholy trees, which recal the idea of 
death, and invite affliction to repoſe under * 
their ſnade. Behold the Poet of Theos“, bl 


* Anacreon, one of the lyric poets of Greece, 
celebrated for his amorous and Bacchanalian ſongs, 


was born at this place, which was once a famous A 

| ſea-· port in Ionia. The Marquis here undoubtedly 1 
hints at his attachment to Bathyllus, whom he [ 
got acquainted with at the Court of Polycrates, k 
in the iſland of Samos ; a circumſtance recorded by 4 
Horace : £ 


Non aliter Samio dicunt arſifſe Bathyllo, 
Anacreonta Tetum, 
Qui perſepe cava teſtudine flevit amorem. Tr. 
5 he 
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every night, every morning—he viſits, 
he iits under the cypreſs that covers the 
aihes of his friend —he ſuſpends his lyre 
on the branches, and {trews on his tomb 
thoſe flowers with which his own torehead 
had been crowned ! 


How much do I deteſt our cimme- 
tries in France! Shut up by means of 
triple bolts, and ſurrounded by high 
walls, it is impoſſible for any one to walk 
in them. Ah! how I ſhovld love to have 
near me, in my garden, in my orchard, 
on the declivity of a hill, or on the edge 


of a little ſtream, the tombs of my rela- 
tions, of my friends, and above all, that 


of my father! 


O, my father! Why did you not live a 


few years longer? I would then have 
done my utmoſt to have given you plea- 
ſure ; you ſhould have forgotten all my 
indiſcretions ; and thy manes ſatisfied with 


my 
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my conduct, would have had nothing to 
f 0 
* * * * * * * * * 
O, my father! pardon my errors - pro- 
miſe to me that you will receive me with 
a ſmile that you will acknowledge me 
for your ſon, for your friend, in thoſe 
unknown regions where I ſhall ſoon meet 
you ! 


I CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Interments— Madame Langhans—Thbe fate 
of Genius. 


Tur Swiſs do not pay obediennce to 
that wiſe precept of Moſes, Keep your 
dead for three days.” At Zurich, at Berne, 
and among the little cantons, if you 
happen to ſleep a little longer than uſual 
they think you dead, and inter you im- 
mediately. In the canton of Berne more 
eſpecially, a fick man ſcarcely appears 
to utter his laſt ſigh, when the people 
begin to ſtrip him. They are contented 
with ſimply feeling his pulſe, with ap- 
plying their hand to his breaſt, or pre- 
ſenting a glaſs to his Ups, to diſcover if 
he yet breathes! 


Among 


OF SWITZERLAND. 91 


Amos other unfortunate people who 
have been heard to cry from within their 
coffin, Where are you carrying. me, 
I am not dead?” the people there ſtill 
recolle& and repeat with great commiſ- 
firation, the ſtory of Madame Langbans, 
who was actually buried alive! The 
tomb of this lady is worthy of inſpec- 
tion; it is to be ſeen at Flindelbanck 
near to Berne. The monument is 
placed on the ground, and repreſents a 
grave covered with a broken tomb-ſone, 
Madame Langhans is ſuppoſed to have 
heard the trumpet that is to proclaim 
the day of judgment, to have awoke” at 
its ſound, to have torn her winding-ſheet, 
and to have ariſen from her grave, to 


take her place in the | celeſtial man- 
ſions. 


Tuis compoſition, at once warm and 
original - this conception equally ſimple 
and ſublime, and for the idea of which 

we 
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we ſhall in vain ſearch Homer, Pindar, 
and all the Poets, both ancient and 
modern, electrifies and excites our ima- 
gination in an uncommon degree. 


Tuis monument is the production of 
M. Nabl, a young ſculptor of Sweden, 
who after having traveled throughout 
Europe, and diſplayed every where the 
moſt aſtoniſhing proots of the warmth 
and originality of his genius, went to 
London, where he died a priſoner for 
debt ! 


How often in his life time may the 
man of genius exclaim My kingdom 
is not of this world !” He who poſleſles 
a mediocrity of talents is the man who 
is beloved, We fly from and hate the 
man of penetration and the man of abi- 
lities ; we dread his piercing eye; we 
would willingly deſtroy him; he reſem- 
bles a troubleſome neighbour, whoſe 

I 2 windows 
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windows overlook our own aparty 
ments! . 


Tur Swediſh artiſts are not fortunate 
when they leave their own country. I 
eſteemed living, and I ſaw at Genoa 
while dead, a painter born at Stockholm, 
who was found lifeleſs before his lodgings, 
and who had been ſo enfeebled by hun- 
ger, that he had not ſufficient ſirength 
to open his own door. This young man 
was endowed with one quality equally 
amiable and intereſting. His humanity 
was ſuch, that he never put his money, 
when he had any, in his pocket:—he 
always held it in his hand, that he might 
not hear a recapitulation of the mile- 
ries of thoſe who addreſſed him for cha- 
rity! 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Warlike Inſtruments, &c. 


Tur Arſenals in Switzerland are very 
formidable. That of Berne is curious, 


and is never ſhewn but with proper pre- 
caution. Beſides more than a ſuthcient 
quantity of cannon and muſkets, you 
there behold a' prodigious number of 
ancient machines, ſuch as battering rams, 
catapultas, &c. This arſenal is alſo well 


furniſhed with cuiraſſes, and other mo- 
numents of cowardice. 


Never,“ ſays Vegetius,” never would 
the courage of the Macedonian phalanx 
have been ſo much celebrated, and the 
valour of Hcratius Cocles ſo much ad- 


mired, 
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mired, if they had made uſe of brazen 
bracelets and breaſt-plates ; or, if after 
the example of our modern heroes, 
they had been covered with iron or ſteel 
from the fole of the foot to the top of 
the head!” 


Tux arſenal of Bale contains about 
12,000 mulkets, ſixty pieces of ordnance, 
abundance of ſabres, ſtandards, drums, 
the helmet of Stufacher, the pike of 
Melchtal, the croſs- bow of ds ett and 
the ſword of Wim. Tell. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


William Tell 


Tar moſt enthuſiaſtic hiſtorian has 
infinitely leſs reſpect for his hero, than 
the Swiſs have for the memory of Wil. 
liam Tell, whom they regard as the de- 
liverer of his country, 'and the founder 
of its republican liberty. - There never 
has been any man in Switzerland, whom | 
the artiſts of all kinds, have taken ſuch 
| Pains to immortalize in portraits, buſts, 
medallions ;—you every where, and in 
every ſhape, encounter the image of 
William Tell. The engraver, the pain- 
ter, the ſculptor, have multiplied his 
reſemblance under a thouſand allegories. 


— 


At 
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Ar every corner, in every ſtreet, and 
in almoſt every part of Switzerland, Tell 
is repreſented darting an arrow into the 
apple placed on his ſon's head. Many 
people, however, ſtill dubious of the au- 
thenticity of this anecdote, treat the 
whole as a fiction, and diſbelieve the 
autrocity of Gier, the ſtory of the hat, 
of the apple, and even the exiſtence of 

Vm. Tell himſelf. 


WHERE is the nation, however, which 
does not furniſh a numerous liſt of 
conquerors and of heroes, of whom the 

hiſtory and the exiſtence, is not ſup- 
Wo ported by more authentic proofs, than 
4 the Gods, the Demi-gods, the imaginary 
battles, and ſuppoſitious warriors of Li- 
| nus, of Homer, and of Orpbens ? 


K CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


—ꝓ— — — — 


National Teſtival in Honor of Swiſs Pa- 
triotiſm. 


VV nateves may be the doubts in re- 
gard to the hero of Switzerland, they ce- 


lebrate every year at Arth, in the 
canton of Scheverick, a national and 
patriotic” feſtival in honor of Wim. Tell. 
I have ſeen—I was prelent at, and was 
| highly delighted with this feſtival. 


PrectpeD by two heralds at arms of 
a gigantic ſize, and by warlike muſic, 
the cavalcade proceeds from the neigh- 
bouring country to the town of Arth, 
where there is a theatre erected in the 


middle of the public ſquare. The Ge- 
| nius 
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nius of ancient Helvetia, carrying in one 


hand a ſhield emblazoned with the arms: 


of the Thirteen Cantons, and in the 
other a lance ſurmounted by the Cap 
of Liberty, leads the proceſſion, eſ- 
corted by two warriors armed at all 
points, each wielding a battle-axe, 
and a troop of herdſmen dreſſed like 
the ſhepherds of the Alps, with lea- 
thern caps on their heads, and maſly 
clubs over their ſhoulders; after them 


the Captain of the croſs-bowmen ap- 


proaches, at the head of a company 
clad in green, and armed with bows : 
theſe are followed by William Tell 


and his fon, and the three other pa- 


triots, Stauffacher, Melchtal and Furſt. - 


The domeſtics of Governor Griſler, ſue- 
ceed theſe, drefled in the faſhion of 
that age, and bearing a pike on which 
the hat of their maſter is placed. 


K 2 Soon 
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Soon after the Deputies of the Thir- 
teen Cantons. make their appearance, 
each preceded by a young man car- 
rying a banner, and a herald dreſſed 
in the uniform of his profeſſion. The 
cavalcade is cloſed by a company of 
twenty ſoldiers, fix feet high, choſen 
from among the handſomeſt young men 
of the whole country. 


Tux proceſſion having arrived at the 
theatre, and the ſpectators being ſeat- 
ed on benches elevated above each 
other, in the manner of the ancient 
amphitheatres, the Genius of Helvetia 
advances, and delivers an oration, of 
which the following is the tranſla- 
tion. 


— ener neem 


« O HELVETIA, country of heroes! 


« Of all the nations ſcattered over the 
| « face 
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« face of this globe, thine is the ſole 
« one that enjoyeſt completely the firſt 
« of all earthly blefſings—LIBERTY ! 
« From the ſummit of its Alps, it ſees 
e nothing but injuſtice armed to deſtroy 
« the ſmiling labours of the peaſant— 
«« ſanguinary deſpotiſm ſporting with the 
«« rights and with the lives of mankind ; 
«« ambition, vengeance: and pride, deſo- 
« lating the moſt fertile countries 
« and effiminacy, luxury, and debau- 
« chery, anticipating the effects of 
« age! 


«« You alone, O my friends! You a- 
« lone enjoy, without ſlaves, and without 


« maſters, thoſe poſſeſſions which you 
*« owe only to Heaven—to the intrepi- 


« gity of your anceſtors—and to your 


K 3 cc OWN 
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« own induſtry. You are. nouriſhed 
« with the milk, which the numerous 
« herds that roam among your vallies 
«« furniſh you with in abundance ; you 
« breathe a pure air, which ſtrangers 
« come in ſearch of from afar, as a 
« certain remedy for diſeaſe ; you drink 
« at the foot of your rocks, a beve- 
« rage more refreſhing than that pre- 
« ſented in golden veſſels at the ban- 
- *«« quets of Kings; you chooſe your 
« Own Magiſtrates from among your 
own equals; you obey thoſe laws 
« only, which you yourſelves have 
« diftated. If any of you chooſes to 
- « appreciate the happineſs contained 
within the boundary of his little 
«« poſleſſion, he ſhall find himſelf equal 
ce to the maſters of the world, and will 


ce neither 
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« neither envy their palaces, nor their 


« flatterers, 


On this occaſion,* when gladneſs 
« reigns in our mountains, ſome teſtify 
« their joy by ſongs. and by dancing, 
« and others by banquets and by maſque- 
« rades. As to us, we offer up a public 
« and a ſolemn homage to our brave 
«« deliverers ; we ſtir up in every boſom 
the love of Liberty, and we crown 
_ «« with garlands the face of our beloved k 
« country! i 


- 


« The cold and phlegmatic rules of 
« art, do not preſide at this ſpectacle; 


« truth alone, without diſſimulation, with- 


+ Tuts feſtival always takes place at the time of 
the Carnival. | 
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„out embelliſhment, reminds you of 

« thole happy days, when faith, valor, 
and other rural virtues, were alone 
„ honored among us. Our poetry is 
«« imple, like that of our forefathers ; 
it reminds us of the candor and the 
artleſſneſs of their energetic language; 
and as to our games, they are not 
*« agreeable but to real Helvetians—to 
„ thoſe mountaineers, ftill worthy of 
„their anceſtors, becauſe they ſtrive 


ebe enn... $4 #0 
ö 


ec * * * 


„But above all things, O brave Helve- 
ce tians, above all things, imprint upon 
« your minds, the remembrance of 
*« thoſe great events, which you this 

ce day 
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« day ſolemnize. Salute then, hail 
«« theſe auguſt ſcenes—bleſs this famous 
e ſpot—this ſpot ſacred to liberty, on 
« which you have ſo often trod without 


«« refletion—bathe in tears the ſtones 


«« which form the monuments of your 
« forefathers glory! At every ſtep 
„your country ſeems to cry to you— 
«« Stop, you trample under your feet the 
« unknown tomb of ſome bero.” 


„ere is the ſolitary field of Rufli, 
« which formerly gave ſhelter to your 


« qdeliverers, when at a diſtance from the | 1 
« vigilant eye of their tyrant, they con- 
« ſpired to break his iron yoke.— There 4 
« is the ſacred plain, where the auſpi- 
« cious arrow of Kinnemberg fell. —On 


e that ſide is the venerable chapel of 8 
« William 


I 
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cc William Tell ;—and yon ſee below, the 
«© narrow boundaries of the field of bat- 


cc 


«c 


cc tle, where Vinkchied, and ſo many of | 
* your generous anceſtors cemented the 
te foundations of riſing liberty with 
« their blood. 


« And what do the manes of fo 
«« many heroes demand from you? O, 
«« my friends! O, my brothers! They 
«« demand that you ſhould follow their 


cc example they demand, that you 


« ſhould imitate their unbroken inte- 
« grity, their noble ſimplicity, and their 
* maſculine courage * * #*#_ 
*« they demand, that you ſhould preſerve | 
« the glory they acquired, ſpotleſs, * +» 
0 5 = * 90-6 * >= 
« they demand of you to tranſmit, with- 


© Out 


8 
. * 435 3 „„ rer * 


ws. 
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© out alteration, to your deſcendants, the 
« precious inheritance of Liberty—and 
« that you ſhould never do any thing 
« unworthy of the glorious name of RE- 


« PUBLICANS!” 


— 


— 


AFTER this diſcourſe, which was re- 
ceived with univerſal applauſe, the play 
commenced ; it was divided into five 
acts; if this appellation can be properly 
given to the ſections of a drama, purely 
hiſtoric. 


In the firſt, the Auſtrian Governor 
ſeizes on the houſe of Stauffacher, under 
pretence that it is too large for a private 
perſon, and that it ought to be turned 
into a fortreſs ; the three Deliverers then 
appear, who deplore the cruel ſtate of 
their country, recount the general com- 
plaints, and their own private ſufferings, 

and 


1 

1 
; 
* 
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and bind themſelves by a common oath, 
to expel their oppreſſors. 


In the ſecond act, a pole is erected in = 
the midſ of the ſquare of Altorf, at the IP 
top of which they place the hat of G7i/- 
ter, which every pallenger is ordered to 
ſalute, under the penalty of being ſe. 
verely puniſhed. Tell refuſes to pay this 
degrading homage; he is ſeized and 
condemned to ſtrike with his arrow an 
apple placed on his ſon's head; and he 
executes this with an eaſe and addreſs 
that appears incredible. 


In the third act, the Auſtrian oppreſ- 
ſors carry away the men from the plough 
of the aged Melc}tal, ſaying, © That 
the Swiſs peaſants ſhould themſelves be 

put into the yoke :”—his ſon, enraged at 
ſuch an expreſſion, knocks down one of 
theſe agents of tyranny, and flies from 
the vengeance of the Governor, 


The 
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The fourth act repreſents the firſt aſ- 
ſembly, in which the alliance of the three 
Cantons of Uri, Schivitz and Underval is 
projected; in conſequence of wuich they 
enter into a defenſive league againſt the 
houſe of Auſtria. 


4 In the fifth act, a National Diet is 
aſſembled ;—each Canton enters in its 

d : 

: turn, and ſwears fidelity to the general 


confederation. The ſeſſion is terminated 
by a ſimple but affecting ſpeech, deliver- 
ed by the holy hermit Nicholas de Flue, 
who has left his retreat to exhort his 
countrymen to juſtice, peace and con- 
cord, The Cantons being ſeated in the 
uſual order of precedency with William 
Tell, the three Deliverers, and the Her- 
mit in the midſt of them, the Genius of 
Helvetia appears a ſecond time, and 
| ſpeaks as follows: 


I DouBT 
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6 IJ pour not, O Helvetians! but 
« that the reprelentation of the deeds 
ce of former times, has at once intereſted 
« and allected you ; may this ſcene re- 
« main impreſſed upon your minds, and 
«« preſerve in you the love of your 
« country, and of its ancient virtues !— 
« You who are the youthful ſons of the 
e ſhepherds of the mountains, ſee how 
« the ſon of William Tell was made an 


ce inſtrument by Heaven, to preſerve the 


cc innocence of his father, and the honor 
« of his country. Be courageous like 
ce that boy, who never turned away his 
* head—who never even ſhut his eyes, 
« and exclaim with pride—Although we 
« are yet but Children, we are nevertheleſs 
« the deſcendants of ancient beroes, and 
« underneath our little leathern caps, the 


e generous 
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ec generous blood of Switzerland, even 


« now, animates us to glory. * * * 
ce * * * * — 


«« Young bowmen—ye who ſtill carry 


« the arms of William Tell—ye who ex- 


« erciſe them, that you may attain per- 


« fection, ſay with me: f the enemy 


« ſhould come we ſhall ſharpen our arrows, 


« we. ſhall bend our bows ; and when ue 
« are older, the ball launched from the. 


« fuſee, ſhall bereafter give a more certain 


«ce death. = * ** * +. 


O, ye robuſt warriors, who know 
that every Swils. is born a ſoldier, love 


always the noiſe of arms—encourage 


© no other than military games—in. the 


time of peace be prudent enough to 
«exerciſe 
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« exerciſe yourſelves in the feats of war; 
«« but reſolve only to uſe your arms in 
« the defence of your children, your 


« laws, and your religion. 


« And you, ye illuſtrious people, de- 
« ſcended from theſe freemen, renew in 
« your hearts this univerſal confedera- 
« tion; cement it by the language of 
«brotherhood and of peace; fo that 
« each Canton may hold out an Helve- 
« tian band to its neighbour ; and each 
«« Citizen be ready to ſerve his country 
at the expence even of his life. 


„O Switzerland! ſheltered by the 
* buckler of Heaven, amidſt your 
«« ſcattered vallies, you hear at a diſ- 
«« tance, the feeble. ſound of devouring 


« war! 
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« war! Your happineſs conſiſts in peace; 
« ſedulouſly then preſerve that peace ; 
it will avail you more than numerous 
« armies of mercenaries, than fortreſſes 
ce beſet with cannon, and treaſures which 
5 but corrupt their poſſeſſors!“ 


For three days ſucceſſively the ſame 


drama is repeated, and during each 
day an immenſe concourſe of people 


aſſemble from the neighbouring can- 
tons. The fathers carry their children 


there, and ſhew them the faithful and 
living picture of the great events and 
patriotic ſcenes of paſt ages. The wives, 
the mothers, and thole whom nature 
intended to become ſuch, are flattered 


with the idea, that their huſbands, their 


lovers, and their children, have not de- 


L generated 
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generated from the courage, and the 
boldneſs of their anceſtors ; the old men 
weep with joy——the young men feel 
themſelves animated with a new ardor, 
A general emotion is every where excit- 
ed; in ſome it diſplays itſelf in tears; in 
others, in ſighs; in all, by a confuſed 
and tumultuous applaule ! 


Ap yet the greater part of theſe 
mountaineers could ſee Auguſtus grant- 
ing pardon to Cinza—Pbedra calling out 
for death—or Merope recovering her 
ſon, without being in the leaſt affected. 
This is the hiſtory of their forefathers, 
repreſented in detail before the eyes of 
their deſcendants, and in the very place 
where thoſe great occurrences have hap- 
pened. None but a native can compre- 
hend the lively emotions which this na- 
tional drama excites, eſpecially among 
the Swiſs who inhabit the mountains; 


for the minds of thoſe who live in cities, 
biaſſed 


AH 
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biaſſed by cuſtom, enervated by foreign | 
luxuries, prefering appearances to rea- 1 
lity, and fable to truth, are not charmed 1 
by ſuch ſpectacles. They, like the reſt | | 
of the world, admire tragedies, comedies, | | 
operas, and pretty actreſles ! | 


fl 
| 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


The Accompliſhments of the Swiſs Ladies, 


A rar. Miſanthrope is a monſter un. 
known to Nature—for Nature never 
made a Miſanthrope! And yet, not. 
withſtanding this, the Swiſs, with a few 


_ exceptions, are melancholy, taciturn, 


fond of ſequeſtered and peaceable re- 
treats, and do not ſeem to indulge in the 
gay ſallies of wit and of enjoyment. It 
is undoubtedly the awful appearance of 
the mountains, the precipices, and the 


avalancbes, x that they have continually 


* We have no word in our language correſ- 


ponding with this; it ſignifies the ſliding of the 
ſnow from the tops of the mountains into the ad- 
joining vallies, in the progreſs of which, men, 
cattle, and houſes are carried away. 7. 


before 


henſion. They are alſo fond of the fine 
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before their eyes, which intimidates and 
prevents them from laughing. Their 
women are more courageous ; neither 
the glacieres, the ro ks, nor the moun 
tains, make any impreſſion on them. 
Almoſt all the women in Switzerland 
are lively, and as playful as children ; 


a little ball will amuſe them; even a 


butterfly will divert and make them 
laugh. 


This frivolity, however, is only in ap- 
pearance. Switzerland is the country of 
all others, where the women in general 
converſe moſt naturally, moſt judiciouſly 
or know on proper occaſions how to give 


the beſt advice. They are well edu- 


cated, and are endowed with uncommon 
accompliſhments: poetry, hiſtory, philo- 
ſophy, even politics is within the ſphere 
of their knowledge ; and indeed, no- 
thing appears difficult to their compre- 


arts, 
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arts, and excel in the acquirements 


adapted to the fair ſex. Moſt of them 
play upon ſome inſtrument, dance, ride 


on horſe back, and fing like ſo many 


larks. 


« I love the Swiſs,” ſaid a Sovereign, 


* becauſe their gloomy character re- 
ſembles my own.” Ought one to be 
proud, and to thank Heaven, for being 


of a melancholy turn of mind? Locke 


and feveral other writers, ſeem to think, 


that we ought to diſtruſt thoſe who are 


ſubject to gloomy ideas, and whole ſad 


and downcaſt. eyes, ſee every thing 
through a cloud of ſpleen... Indeed, hiſ- 
tory claſſes. among the liſt of melancholy 
tyrants, the names of, Tiberius, Thomas 


© Kavuli Khan, Cæſar Borgia, and that Ca- 


therine. of Medicis, who made Charles 


IX. conſent to the. maſſacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew! 


It 
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It muſt be acknowledged, however, 
that notwithſtanding the /ombre appear- 
ance of their aſpect, it is eaſy to diſcover 
among the Swiſs, a degree of ſimplicity 
and integrity, that renders ali inter- 
courſe with them ſafe. Eſtimable on 
account of a thouſand good qualities, 
you will find the people in Switzerland, 
polleſſing a more pure ſyſtem of morals, 
than any where elſe. Diſcretion is their 
favorite quality ;—as much to be truſted 


as filence itſelf —one before them may 
think aloud ! + 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


The Priſons Dungeons are there un. 
known. 


Tur priſons in Switzerland, ought to 
ſerve as a model for all the priſons in 
Europe. They are large, healthy, 
well aired, and each aparement con- 
tains a bed, a little ſtove, a window and 
a night-chair. The priſaners receive a 
pound and a half of bread, and a certain 
quantity of fleſh, or of greens daily. 
They have clean linen once a week, 
and cloaths when they are wanted, 
The petty rogues are ſeparate from the 
criminals committed for attrocious of. 
fences, and cach priſon has an hoſpital 
or infirmary attached to it. The uſe of 

| ; ſpiritous 


UN 


us 
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ſpiritous liquors is prohibited. You ne- 
ver ſee in Switzerland, as elſewhere, thoſe 
barbarous gaolers, who make the very 
air on which their priſoners reſpire, venal, 


and ſell to them, at an exorbitant price, 


the ſtinking ſtraw on which they are per- 
mitted to repole ! 


M. Mercier and M. Retif, who have 
painted with energy, the vices and paſſions 
of all claſſes of ſociety, (the former eſpe- 
cially, whoſe works are full of eloquent 
declamations, and of true deſcriptions of 
the corruption of the preſent age, and of 
the perverſenels of the human mind), 
never had the courage to penetrate into 


the aby ſſes of priſons, or to deſcend into 


dungeons, and expoſe to the vengeance 
of the magiſtrates, thole ferocious turn- 
keys, who appear by the ſound of their 
voice, their haſty motions, and the ap- 
pearance of their whole bodies, as if they 
did not belong to the human ſpecies. 


M That 
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Tuar law of the Emperor Ccnſtantine, 
ought to be adopted, which condemns to 
death the gaoler convicted of cruelty or 
prevarication. This is the beſt edit 
that this Legiſlator ever ** after 
becoming a Chriſtian. 


Tux uſe of dungeons is unknown in 
Switzerland, and ought to be proſcribed 
in every part of the globe. When a 
priſoner is encloſed and chained—when 


the doors are well locked and well bar- 


ricaded, flight is impracticable, and it is 
out of the power of fortune to contrive 
an eſcape. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


The Promptneſs of Judicial Deciſions in 
Switzerland. 


fy Wnuorvr does not intend to com- 
mit injuſtice, or to make law-ſuits im- 
mortal, ought to give judgment in pub- 
lic,“ ſays a King of Macedonia. The 
Swiſs, who adhere to this maxim, try 
all their criminals in the open air. Civil 
cauſes are canvaſſed privately ; but the 
parties never languith under the tortures 
of ſuſpenſe ; for this people ſeem to have 
taken the prompt deciſions of the Athe- 


nian ahd the Roman tribunals as their 
models. 


Wuen Cicero, before a nation of Kings, 
impeached Ferres, who was defended by 
M 2 Hortenſius; 
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— 


Horlenſius hen Demoſthenes pleaded 
before the people of Attica againſt E/. 
chines, the trial laſted only during one 
day. The ſame Sun beheld the deve- 
lopement and the final judgment on the 
ſame cauſe, The idea never occurred 
either to the judges or the accuſers, aiter 
the diſcuſſion of one or two articles of the 
charge, to leave the priſoner and the pro- 
cels behind them, and go on a party of 
pleaſure to the country.* 


Tre puniſkment of death is almoſt 
fallen into diſuſe; the people talk of an 
execution for ten years aiter it has taken 
place. In Switzerland they are œcono— 
mical of human blood. The magiſtrates 
appear to be actuated by the maxim 
which inculcates, that ſociety ought not 
to cut off one of its members for a ſlight 


ollence. 


* The Marquis de Langle evidently deſigns this 
as a ſatire on the manner of deciding cauſes in 


France before the late revolution. Tran. | 
| Inſtead 
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IxsTEAD of being ſubjected to capital 1 
puniſhments, felons are impriſoned in the if 
houſe of correction. The regulations in it 
theſe houſes are ſo excellent and ſo mild if 
criminals are ſo well fed, and ſo well 4 
attended, that if it were not for the iron i 
ring about the leg, the hook at the neck, ll; 
and the' chain by which they are linked 1 
together, many worthy people, who are , 
in poverty, would be very happy in their 7 
ſituation. j 

Ir the attrocity of a crime ſhould ob- il 

# 


lige the judges to pronounce ſentence of 
death, the cord is the only inſtrument of 
puniſhment ; ſo humane are they, that 
the culprit is firſt made drunk, then is 
hanged, as it were, without perceiving it; I 
he has no more an idea of the death that ; 
he is to ſuffer, than an oak about to be 
cut down has of its deſtruction |! 


Is France, opprobrium. and infamy 
| M 3 . 
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for ever ſtain the poſterity of every man 
who periſhes on a ſcaffold. * Crimes 
are merely perſonal in Switzerland. I 
dined at Berne with the couſin of a cul- 
prit, who was to be executed that very 
evening ; the lady of the houſe was par- 
ticularly attentive to him, and both dur- 
ing the dinner and the deſert, took the 
utmoſt pains to make him happy. 


This is another cruel and babarous cuſtom, abo- 
liſhed by the new conſtitution of that empire! T. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


A Rural Feſtival at Fribourg and Berne. 


Tuer have lately ſuppreſſed at Berne 
and at Fribourg, a charming feſtival, 


which uſed to be held with all poſlible 
brilliancy and grandeur. Never did the 
cotemporaries of Manlius and of Paulus 
Emilius, behold ſo much pomp and 
pageantry at the ſhews which they ex- 
hibited before the Roman people. 


Tuis feſtival, which they were uſed 
to celebrate every year in the month of 
May, recalled to the mind, the gallant 
and romantic age of Amadis de Gaul, 
and the tournaments of ancient chivalry : 
it was called, the Siege of the Caſtle of 
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| A fortreſs was erected in the great 
ſquare, and odorned with ingenious em- 
blems, with garlands of flowers, with cy- 
phers, and with gay devices. The caſtle 
was defended by the handſomeſt women 
of the town and the ſurrounding country ; 
all the youth in the neighbourhood were 
invited, and appeared in ſeparate parties ; 
the young women were placed on the top 
of the battlements ; noſegays ſerved them 
inſtead of arms; the aſlailants were pro- 
vided with the ſame weapons ; the moſt 
tender muſic ſerved inſtead of a charge, 
and gave the ſignal for the engagement; 
the caſtle was taken after a vigorous al- 
ſault ; ſhouts of joy rent the air ; the 
trumpets ſounded a flouriſh, and the me- 
lody of the cymbals and other inſtruments 
of muſic, were re-echoed from all parts : 


a ſcarf and a kiſs rewarded the valor of 
* the conquerors. 


ArTER this they walked in procel- 
ſion 
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ſion around the town; every ſtreet bt 
; $11 

was decorated with triumphal arches, li 


bearing inſcriptions analogous to the 
occaſion ; all the ladies appeared ele- 
gantly dreſſed at the windows, and if 
threw perfumes and roſe-leaves on the 
paſſengers; verles, ſongs, balls, bonfi res, 
illuminations, ſuppers, ballads, firing of 
cannon, every thing was remembered, 
that could render this entertainment, 
gay, grand and magnificent. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 


— ̃́ 


Natural Hiſtory, a predominant attachment 
among the Swiſs. 


A rasrs for Natural Hiſtory, a ſtudy at 
preſent ſo faſhionable throughout Europe, 


j: is the favorite amuſement of the Swiſs 
(i nation, 


Ar Berne, at Geneva, at Zurich, every 
Citizen in opulent circumſtances, has one 
or two apartments adorned with birds, 
corals, minerals, pyrites, ſhells, marine 
productions, and other trifles, which the 
ſea, aſnamed of being the receptacle of 
baubles, caſts from her boſom with diſ- 
dain. 


No 
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No Sovereign can poſſeſs a more com- 
plete collection than that of M. Bernou- 
di at Baſil, M. Heidegger at Zurich, or 
M. El. Bertrand at Berne. The laſt of 
theſe gentlemen has alſo an immenſe 
collection of plants, ſimples and foſſils. 
I readily ſeize on the preſent occaſion of 
thanking M. Bertrand, for preſenting 
me with his Dictionary of Foſlils ; I am 
proud of having received it from his 
own hand. In this work there are a 
multitude of new and enlightened ob- 


ſervations. The author does not ſpend 


his time in forming ſyſtems ; he deſcribes 
the productions of nature, without an 
uſeleſs enquiry into the manner of her 
operations; every thing that concerns 
pyrotechnics, metallurgy, and precious 


ſtones, has been noticed by him. Among 


the antiquities in the poſſeſſion of M. 
Bernouilli, there are two votive.bucklers, 
one belonging to Scipio, and the other to 


Hannibal. Theſe curioſities are worthy - 


of 


4 
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of a Sovereign. M. de Meyer, who del- 
piſes the collections of natural hiſtory 
that he has ſeen in Switzerland, muſt be 
very difficult to pleaſe. 


ö In the cabinet of Colonel Fry at Baſil, 
} I ſaw a winged lizard. This precious 
and fingular production realizes, as it 
i. were, all the fabulous animals recorded 
1 in the fictions of the Poets, and ſeems to 
' give a certain degree of credibility to 
the exiſtence of Griffins, Centaurs, Sy- 
rens, and even to the horſe PEG Asus. 


IN moſt of the Mufeums that I have 
examined, either in France, in Germa- 

ny, or even in England, the animals are 

badly ſtuffed, and appear to the curious 

: to be nothing more than ſo many dis- 
figured ſkeletons; one has loſt a leg, 
another a claw, ; this has no wings, 

that is without its tuft of feathers ; 

every 
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every eagle is deſtitute of talons; every 
pigeon is bereft of its coronet ; every 
inſect of its legs; and they are all 
huddled together in confuſion. Never- 
theleſs, a cabinet of Natural Hiſtory 


ought to reſemble a Library: it is as 
ridiculous to clals a bird or a fly by the 
ſide of an elephant's tooth, as to place 
the © Thoughts of Paſcal” next to the 
tales of“ My Mother the Goole.” 


Ix the Cabinets which I have viſited 
in Switzerland, the animals, admirably 
ſtuffed and well preſerved, are not only 
in poſſeſſion of all their parts and all 
their members, but of their colours of 
purple, of iris, and of azure. They 
allo preſerve the lame attitudes, and the 
lame appearance, which they commonly 
exhibit in the woods or in the air ; you 
think they are alive. Except noiſe and 
motion, our menageries, our pheaſant- 


walks, 
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| walks, and our aviaries, do not afford 
2 * * 
3 a more lively, or a more animated 
j 
4 
„ OR TIEERION 

CHAP. 
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CE 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


Libraries Henry IT. 


Tue Library of Berne conſiſts of about 
thirty thouſand volumes, and from five 
to ſix thouſand manuſcripts. One of the 
moſt valuable is, the famous Corredo- 
rium Biblicum, the only one in exiſtence; 
this has been repeatedly quoted by com- 
mentators on the Bible. Although this 
library is not public, yet travellers, and 


the curious of all nations, are admitted 
to viſit it.“ 


In 


A very coſtly and elegant collection of books 
has been preſented to the Republic of Berne, and 
placed in this library, by that ſteady Patriot and 

| excellent 


4 
1 
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In the Library of Baſil, there are 
about three thouſand volumes. A very 
ſhort time will make one acquainted 
with all the curious works contained in 
it. The manuſcripts are in no greater 
abundance, 


The Librarian takes great pride in 
ſhewing a Hebrew M. S. the antiquity 
of which he boaſts highly of, This ma- 
nuſcript, whatever he may ſay, muſt be 
but modern, for it abounds with chro- 
nological notes; and it it well known 
that the ancient manuſcripts never have 


any. 


I beheld with great pleaſure, a portrait 
of Henry IV. in one of the halls of this 


excellent citizen, T. Brand Hollis, Eſq. This prin- 
cipally conſiſts of Algernon Sidney on Goverment, 
Locke, Ludlow's Memoirs, Addiſon's, Marvel's, Steel's 
and Milton's Proſe Works. Thus, were liberty to be 
baniſhed from the poliſhed and luxurious kingdoms 
of Europe, its principles would be ſtill found among 
the mountains of Switzerland ! Tranſlator. 


library. 
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library. Henry IV. is every where—all 
the world admire his memory ! 


O Henry IV.! the veneration of man- 
kind has amply revenged that fanatical 
zeal which abridged thy days! Two 
centuries have elapled ſince your mur- 
der ; three or four generations have paſled 
away ; our ſorrow, however, is the ſame ; 
thy memory and thy virtues are ſtill 


equally preſent, equally dear, as if your 
reign had but finiſhed yeſterday ! 


There are many manuſcripts in the 
library of Zurich; an Evangeliſt in 
Greek, the works of St. Ambroſe, and 


thoſe of St. Gregory are moſt remark- 
able. 


N CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 


—— 


Pictures Holbein. 


Ix the Town-houſe of Baſil is to be 
ſeen a dead Cbriſt; it is the chef-d'euvre 
of Holbein,* who was born here, and 
died about two hundred years fince, 
This picture makes the hair ſtand on 
end, and even quickens the circulation of 
the blood. Many children on ſeeing it, 
have ſcreamed through fear; leveral 
women have fainted away, and others 
have milcarried. 


This celebrated painter was born in Baſil, and 
was introduced to Henry VIII. by means of the 
great Eraſmus, 


The 
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Tur mention of Holbein recals to my 
recollection the Death's dance, falſely at- 
tributed to that artiſt. Holbein had too 
much taſte to employ his time in paint- 
ing a picture undeſerving of regard. 
This fantaſtical compoſition, which I ſaw 
at Baſil, on the walls of the burial-place 
of St. Jobn, repreſents men and women 
dancing in maſquerade. Death ſeems eager 
to enjoy the diverſion, and accompanied 
by Eve, actually opens the ball. Never 
did Calot engrave any thing fo ridiculous ; 


never did the Viſigoths imagine any thing 
halt ſo barbarous !. 


Tux Swiſs, in general, have the repu- 


tation of poſſeſſing a taſte for painting; 


the cauſe, however, has never been aſcer- 
tained. I have ſeen a great number. of 
paintings in the poſſeſſion of different 
perſons of that nation. At Zurich I ſaw 
a very fine picture belonging to M. 
Heidegger; it was the Pluto of Julio Ro- 
N 2 mano. 


X 
1 
1 
ww 
1 
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mano. It is placed over the chimney ;— 
Pluto appears with his hair briſtled up, 
and his eyes ſparkling; and when the 
fire is lighted, the picture is placed in 
ſuch a poſition, that this God appears 
about to precipate himſelf into his own 
element, and actually ſeems anxious to 
return to his proper empire. 


M. Hainber of Baſil, poſſeſſes a ſu- 
perb deſcent from the croſs; a flagella- 
tion by Voſs; and a decollation of St. 
Jobn:— This laſt is an original picture 
painted by Titian, but the head is by far 
too red. Titian ought to have known, 


that death diſcolours the cheeks, and 


that the face grows pale the moment 
that the fates have cut the thread of 
life. 


M. Tue ſcb is in poſſeſſion of the laſt. 
Judgment; this awful ſubje& is deſcrib- 
ed in a manner that commands our re- 

flection; 
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flection it is equal to a ſermon. In a 


landſcape by Vouvermans, the lights and 


ſhades are fo truly painted, that you may 
gueſs the very hour of the day. 


Priam ſetting out to demand the body 
of his fon Hector from Achilles, is a fine 
hiſtorical painting alſo in the poſſeſſion of 
M. Tueſch. The head of Achilles is admi- 
rable—that of Priam is equally fine; the 
figure of Andromache abounds in expreſ- 
ſion but Paris ſpoils the whole picture. 
It is not the ſon of Priam, the greateſt 
Monarch of Afia, that is here reprelent- 
ed ; it is a ſquat, ſtunted ſtavle-boy, who 
is running to dreſs his maſter's horles ! 


Feſus Chriſt diſcovering to the world 
the light of the Goſpel, by means of the 
Apoſtles : this is a groteſque and fantaſ- 
tical compoſition. God the Son is placed 
upon a cloud, with the body and legs. ſo 
diſtorted, as to exhibit nothing but the 

. ſole 
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ſole of his foot; as to the Apoſtles they 
fly in company together ;—St. Jobn 
mounted on an eagle—St. Peter ſitting 
croſs-legged on a cloud, carrying the 


keys, &c. &c. The ſubjec of this pic- 


ture appears to have been borrowed from 
ſome romance, written in the days of 
chivalry, when ſphynxes and flying-men Ih 


were celebrated as heroes! 


om. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXIE. 8 


=. © 


The modeſt and immodeſt Ladies in Suitz- 


erland. 


Tur paſſions are very violent im 


Switzerland, but the ladies there are 

lo ſavagely virtuous, that one may write. , 
on almoſt all their doors, what Dante 
lays he read on the entry into the in- 
ternal regions : 


« From this place is baniſhed all 
bope '" 


— 


The courtezans of Berne are the hand- 
ſomeſt women in all Europe. I doubt 


Rodope, who, out of the profits of 
her 
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| her profeſſion, erected one of the Egyp. 
| tian Pyramids ; or Phryne, who, by the 
ſame means, rebuilt the walls of Thebes, 
were more beautiful or more ſeductive ! 
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yp- | | 

the CHAPTER XXX. 
bes, — 
7e! 


Religion - Muſic. 


Tux churches of the Reformed religion; 
are entirely deſtitute of ornament ; as 
to the Cathedrals, they are models of 
Gothic architecture. The buildings in 
no country better demonſtrate how much 
the artiſts of the 11th, the 12th, and the 
13th centuries excelled in carving, in de- 
ſign in general, and in majeſty and gran-,, 
deur in particular. Within the Proteſ. 
tant churches all is ſimplicity : One nei- 
ther ſees gold nor rubies ; there are only © . 
a few benches and chairs, and a pulpit 
and communion-table. 


\ 


O0 Tas 


AP 
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1 Tuis kind of worſhip is too naked; 

4 Religion ſtands in need of drapery and 

| q machinery ;—the Reformed ſhould ad- 

mit ornaments and pictures into their 

_ temples; and, above all, muſic, to in- 
flame the imagination, and raiſe the 
ſoul to the divinity. The people ought 
to be ſoothed with the majeſty of ce- 
remonies—with the vapour of incenſe— 
with the melody of inſtruments and of 
ine human voice, Sumptuous and mag- 
niticent as was the temple of Solomon, 
it might, perhaps, have remained 
empty, if it had not re-echoed night 
and day, with the ſongs and inſtru— 
ments of the daughters of Sion ! 


Wu ſpeaking of the boly place— 
while ſpeaking of the ſacred ceremo- 

, nies ;—in the midſt of the cares that 
{ſurrounded his throne—in the midſt 
even of his moſt brilliant victories, 
David always thinks of concerts, of 


harmony, 
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harmony, and of muſic, and demands 
continually, that his ſongs may be ac- 
companied 'by the harp, the cymbal, the 
organ, and the trumpet ! 


02 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


Sumptuary Laws. 


Ix the times even of Cato the Cenſor, 


the Appian Law was not better ob- 
ſerved at Rome, than the Sumptuary 
Laws are at preſent in Baſil, Lucern, 
Zurich, and the other little Cantons. 
At Baſil eſpecially, no lace is allowed, 
no gilding on the equipages, no ſervants 
behind them. : 


Oxx is aſtoniſhed how ſumptuary laws 
can be eſtabliſhed, without driving the 


faireſt part of the human race into re- 
bellion 
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bellion againſt tyranny ! It is difficult 
to conceive how it has happened, that 
the ladies have ſubmitted to thoſe cruel 
and childiſh prohibitions; and by what 


means it comes about, that in Switzer- 


land, as elſewhere, the. fair ſex do not 
make the law? 


FEATHERS and artificial flowers are 
ſtrictly forbidden. It is in vain that the 
women complain, murmur, and make a 
horrible noiſe there is no gallant Se- 


nator who will ever elevate his voice in 


their favor, and imitating the example of 


the Tribune Valerius, plead as proxy for 


the ladies, in behalf of trinkets, feathers, 


and new faſhions.. 


Were it not for thoſe cruel prohibi-. 


tory laws, our French baubles would find 
a ready market in Switzerland. The 


young women ſeem to devour them with 


Q3 their 
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their eyes, and ſpeak with raptures of 
France, and more particularly of Paris, 
tor Paris is the capital of women ; it is 
there that the female Swedes, Spaniards, 
and Italians run, to learn how to govern 
men with ribbands and lace ; it is the e 
that the female Pariſians reign, in the 
midſt of fooliſh faihions, by means of 
charms ever varrying, ever new—and it 
is there that the Engliſh kneel, and 


throw away their money and their me- 
lancholy. 


Rover is entirely proſcribed in 
Switzerland. I wiſh that we had a 
hiſtory of this coſmetic. I ſhould like 
to know how it at firſt became the 
. fignal of ſuſpicious manners; why it 
has at preſent become the mark of 
rank and of fortune; and by what 
tranſition it has got upon the ſtage, 
where every player, even he who acts 

the 
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the character of Polypbheme, daubs on 
rouge on his cheeks, by way of looking { 
handſome ! | 


O4 CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 


The Swifs are fond of Wine— Anecdote of 
a French Ambaſſador. 


Tue luxury of Switzerland conſiſts in 
the pleaſures of the table; the people 
look upon good cbeer as the greateſt 
of all bleſſings:— their repaſts, indeed, 
do not reſemble thoſe of Lafare and 
of Chaulieu; the gueſts, however, 


neither eat nor drink leſs than they 
did! 


SYLIRUS, the celebrated Phyſician of 
Paris, who recommended to his pa- 
tients to get drunk four times a week, 

| would 
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would have made his fortune in this 
part of the world. 


NexT to Germany, Switzerland is 
the country where they drink moſt; the 
character of a bard drinker is actually a 
recommendation there. In a great num- 
ber of the Cantons, they ſtill repeat 
with admiration, the ſtory of an Am- 
baſſador from France, who, on return- 
ing home to his own court, prepared 
to take leave of the Deputies 
« Your Excellency,” ſaid theſe Magiſ- 
trates, © muſt not depart, without 
drinking ſome of the wine of Etrier.” 


« The wine of Etrier,” replies the 
Ambaſſador, ** ought to be drunk out of 


a boot; and immediately pulling off 
one of his own, he fills and empties it in 


an inſtant, ſprings into his ſaddle, and 


rides away with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow! 


We 
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We perhaps condemn, without ſuffi- 
cient reflection, the too liberal uſe of 
wine among the Swiſs. It may be to 
the juice of the grape that they are in- 
debted for many of their beſt qualities. 
It is commonly remarked that Drunk- 
ards are very good ſort of people; 
that they are incapable of hatred ;— 
that their hearts are ſeldom corrupt or 
vicious ;—that they are open and candid, 
and, conſequently, very eaſy to be 
known. 


We read in the annals of France, 
that our vines were twice rooted up ; 
once, by order of the Emperor Do- 
mitian; and, another time, by Char- 
les IX. that is to ſay, that of thoſe two 
ſworn enemies to the grape, the one was 
a tyrant, whoſe abhorred name makes 


the hair ſtand on end with horror; and 


the other was a puſillanimous and weak 
Prince, who, inſtead of dying in his pa- 
lace 
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lace and on his bed, ought to have finiſh. * 
ed his days in a ditch, or in a convent.— 

. Charles IX. was young, for he died at 24 
years of age: I implore the indulgence 

of poſterity for his memory! 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 


= 
- 


Of the exceſſive uſe of Coffee. - 


Is the Juice of this berry conſiſts the 
luxury of the people of Switzerland. On 


the top of their mountains—on the ſides 
of their ſteep rocks - here the moſt 
common refinement has not as yet pe- 
netrated, and where the inhabitants have 
ſtill preſerved the ſimplicity of their an- 
cient manners, the cuſtom. of drinking 
coffee is carried to exceſs, and it is not 
uncommon to ſee fervant-maids and fe- 
male peaſants, pawning their petticoats 
and their ſtays to purchaſe ſugar to-ren- 
der it palatable. 


I am acquainted with almoſt every 
thing that has either been ſaid or written 
againſt 
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againſt coffee; but if the rage for this 
beverage is attended with ſome incon- 
veniences, it cannot, on the other hand, 
be doubted, but that the people are be- 
come much more ſober by its ule ; that 
drunkenneſs has become infinitely. more 
uncommon ſince its introduction, and that 
it has effected what neither the fine 


harangues of Socrates, the epigrams of 


Martial, the diſcourſes of Senecca, in 
former, nor the beſt moral treatiſes, and 
the fineſt declamations on temperance, 
in our own days, have been able to ac- 
compliſh. 


ALTHOUGH coffee is familiar to moſt 
of the inhabitants of the globe, and its 
uſe is now almoſt univerſal, I wiſh that 
it were ſtill more common among the 
people of Paris; the taverns would have 
leſs company, and the artizans and la- 

bourers 
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bourers of the capital, might, by little 
and little, leave off the cuſtom of ſpend- 
ing, in two or three hours, the price of 
fifteen or twenty pounds of bread, which 
would maiitain a whole family for a 
week. 


A friend of Socrates complained, that 
proviſions were exceedingly dear at 
Athens. The wine of Chio was fifty 
livres, a meaſure of honey four, a fiſh 
twenty deniers, and as to cinnamon it was 
fold at an extravagant price. Socrates 
on this, conducted his friend to the place 
where hydromel and cummin were fold ; 
theſe might be procured for a mere 
trifle. It is juſt the ſame in Switzer- 
land; the neceſlaries of life may be had 
cheap ; luxuries alone are expenſive :— 
one may live there on a very ſmall an- 
nuity ; and the man of forty crowns per 

annum, 
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annum, could very eaſily have enjoyed 
his four meals aday in that country.“ 


* © L'bomme aux quarante ecus, an imaginary 
character drawn by the maſterly pen of Voltatre. Ir. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 


Ornamental Gardening. 


A rTaste for ornamental gardening, 
is one of the favourite paſlions of the 


Swils. Switzerland, perhaps, in propor- 
tion to its riches and extent, contains 
more gardens, more parks, more rare 
flowers, trees and foreign ſhrubs, than any 
other country in the world. 


Tur Pay de Vaud, the borders of 
the lake Leman, the neighbourhood 
of Berne and of Zurich, the weſtern 


banks 
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banks of the lake of Neuchatel, &c. 
are crouded with pleaſure grounds, 
where Chineſe pavillions, thatched cot- 
tages, remains of colonades, and por- 
tions of ancient architecture, are erect- 
ed, and ſupported at an immenſe ex- 
pence. | 


Unfortunately, thoſe artificial ruins, 
which ſeem ready to tumble on the 
head of the paſſenger, deceive none but 
children. 


Ix truth, when we compare theſe 
broken columns to the ruins of Pal- 
myra—when we compare the gardens 
of England to the plains of Memphis, 
or of Grand Cairo—or to the borders- 
of Mount Veſuvius, of Pompeia, and 
of Herculaneum, we muſt confeſs, 
that nature alone is ſublime ; and that 
notwithſtanding her excluſive privi- 
leges, her efforts, her induſtry, and 

; P her 
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her patents, art is nothing more than 
a ſervile copyiſt, and a ſorry imi- 
tator | 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 


Vevay.. 


Tar is a little village, three leagues 
and a half diſtant from Lauſanne ; it is 
romantically ſituated, but does not con- 


tain any remarkable buildings.* As all 


. 


Tux principal Church, which is detached from 
the town, and ſituated on a riſing ground behind it, 
contains the body of that eminent Republican, 
General Ludlow, who retired to Vevay, to eſcape 
aſſaſſination, which was the uſual mode adopted by 
the minions of the houſe of Stuart, to revenge the 
death of a tyrant, who had been publicly con- 
demned and executed, by a Judicial Aſſembly, 
choſen and delegated by the only Legitimate 
power, then exiſting in the kingdom. 


It is very ſtrange, that the moſt remarkable cir- 
eumſtance of his whole life is omitted in his epitaph, 


P32 for 


164 PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION 


the articles of commerce, exported from 
the ſouthern parts of Switzerland to 
Italy, paſs through this place, and all 
the cheeſe of the canton of Fribourg is 
fold here, it has ſome little appearance 
of trade. 


M. Brandoin, a native of Vevay, has a 


for although it contains an eulogium on him as a 
bold and ſteady defender of the liberties of his 


country, yet it does not mention that he was one of 
the Judges of Charles I. and actually ſigned the ſen- 
tence for the decollation of that Monarch. 


It was cuſtomary for many years to conſider this 
Prince as a Saint; but the Houſe of Commons, at 
length aſhamed of celebrating his martyrdom, have 
left the pious office to the Bench of Biſhops, and 
ſuch Lay Lords as may attend them. 


After a lapſe of more than a century, the people 
of France, have adopted the principles of Ludlow 
and his aſſociates; for by declaring the King a 
Servant of the Public ( Fonct᷑ionaire Publique) they 
have evidently ſubjected him to the ſame puniſh- 
ments as other Magiſtrates, | 


fine 
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fine collection of landſcapes, deſigned by 
himſelf ; and Doctor Levade will ſhew a 
few intereſting ſpecimens of natural hiſ- 
tory, to any traveller. 


* 

The Antiquarian, however, vill per- 
haps be more delighted with a cuſtom 
that prevails here, if he ſhould be ſo 
happy as to arrive at that ſeaſon of the 
year, than with any other peculiarity 
belonging to this obſcure village. Im- 
mediately after the vintage, the Society 
of Wine-dreſlers march in proceſſion 
through the town, led by two members 
of their fraternity, who have diſtinguiſh- 
ed themſelves by the moſt approved 
culture, and diſplayed the beſt ſpecimens 
of their ſkill in the management of the 


grape. 


In this inſtitution may be traced, the 
disfigured remains of the ancient Roman 


feſtivals in honor of agriculture, When 
xs 8 the 
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the Swiſs became Chriſtians, they ſub- 
ſtituted holy ſongs and Chriſtmas carols, 
in place of the dialogues between Ceres, 
Bacchus, and the Bacchants, which their 
new religion taught them to abhor as 
impious! 


| CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


The lake Leman, 


Is formed by the river Rhine; it is of 
conſiderable extent, and was much larger 


in former ages, as all the country from 
Villeneuve to Bex, is evidently created 
out of a marſh. 


Like all other lakes, ſituated at the 
foot of the Alps, its waters increaſe 
during the Summer, by means of the 
melted ſnow that ruſhes in torrents from 
the adjacent mountains. 


During ſtormy and tempeſtuous wea- 


ther, it riſes and falls four or five feet 
| alternately, 


— 2 
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alternately, without any ſenſible dimi- 
nution or increaſe as to its bulk, a phe- 
nomenon which is attributed to the elec- 
tric matter contained in the clouds, 
which, on ſuch occaſions, float along 
its ſurface ; and I, from my own obſer- 


vations, am inclined to. coaleſce in this 
popular opinion. 


The lovers of Natural Hiſtory, may 
collect a variety of uncommon birds 
and fiſhes in this neighbourhood ; and 
it muſt be recolleRed, that ſome cu- 
rious ſpecimens, from the mineral king- 


dom, may here alſo be procured. 


M. de Sauſſure, has claſſed and ar-. 
ranged the various natural productions 
of this part of the country, in a work: 


worthy of the reputation of that cele- 
brated author. 


Not 
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Not far diſtant from this place is 
the Glaciere of Gimel. A grotto too, 
through which a ſubterraneous river, 
ſuppoſed to be the Aubonne, forces itſelf 
a paſſage, is viſited by all travellers. 


Q CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. * 


—— —— — — WW y— U᷑0 . —W— ĩ — — — 


Morges. 


Tus town enjoys a conſiderable ſhare 
of the trade of the Pays de Vaud, and 
would, undoubtedly, have monopoliſ- 
ed the whole, if the plan of uniting 
the lake Leman, with the lake of 
Neuchatel, had been carried into exe— 
cution. Inſtead of conveying the mer- 
chandize in waggons from Berne to Baſil, 
as is now practiſed, it was intended to 
have tranſported it in boats from Morges 
to Yverdun, by means of a canal, and 
then to have taken advantage of the 
lakes of Neuchatel and Bienne, which 


would have opened a communication 
with 
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with the Thiele, the Aar, and the 
Rhine. The petty intereſt of individuals 
has prevented this noble idea from being 
executed, but the day is not far off, 
wien the public welfare will baniſh ſuch 
narrow and contracted views. 


I cannot leave Morges without re- 
counting a ſingular cuſtom which pre- 
vails there. The inhabitants have an 
annual aſſembly, at which they ſhoot at 
a mark, placed at the top of a pole, and 
he who hits the center, is declared King 
for the ſucceeding year ; a dignity which 
entitles him to purchaſe any lands within 
the diſtrict, without being ſubject to the 
cuſtomary fine on alienation. This is a 
circumſtance productive of conſiderable | 
advantage, as the tax, on the ſale of 
landed property, amounts to no leſs than 
one tenth of its value. 


Q 2 This 
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This cuſtom alſo prevails in the 
three other towns in the Pays de 


Vaud.“ 8 


—_— — — — — — — — 
ä— — —— — — - — — — * — 
* 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 


Travers—NMoliers—The Temple of the 
Fairies. 


Tur Travers, is one of the vallies of 
Mount Jura; it is watered by the river 
Reuſe, which ſprings from a grotto in 
the neighbourhood. In the little village 
of Motiers, ſituated in its boſom, and 
partly built from the ruins of an old 
Gothic caſtle, the inhabitants are very 
ingenious, and are continually occupied 
in ſeveral curious manufactures, parti- 
cularly that of clock-making. At the 
beginning of the preſent century, a mine 
of aſphaltum was diſcovered here, but 
it has been long neglected. 


Q 3 At 
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At a little diſtance from this place, 
ſtrangers are generally led by their curio- 
fity, to examine a cavern called, the grotto 
of the Fairies. It is very extenſive in its 
dimenſions, and beautiful in its conſtruc- 
tion ; for being hung with a tapeſtry of 
ſtalactites, incruſtations, ſhells, foflils, 
&c. it has a very fine effect on the eye, 
more eſpecially when theſe objects are 
reflected by the light of a torch. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


Locle—its ſubterrancous Mills. 


Tur effects of human induſtry are pro- 
digious. A ſtream buries itſelf in the 


bowels of the earth near Locle, and 
the inhabitants have actually, by means 
of an adjoining cavern, erected ſubter- 
raneous mills, ſeveral hundred feet un- 
der ground, which are turned by means 
of this waterfall. 


The people of this town, who are at 
leaſt 3000 in number, being for the moſt 
part artiſts, they live at their eaſe, and 
have erected houſes for themſelves, which 
unite a certain degree of elegance and 
ſimplicity in their conſtruction. Many 
of them have made conſiderable diſcove- 


2.404 ries 
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ries and improvements in mechanics, and 
more eſpecially in the conſtruction of 
clocks :—The automatons of M. James 
Drotz, are well known in all the cities 
of Europe. 


No lek than 40,000 watches are ex- 
ported annually from this and the other 
vallies ſcattered among the neighbouring 
mountains ; cutlery, lace, ſteel, enamel, 
and other curious arts, allo occupy the 
ingenuity of the inhabitants; and the 
ſtops are generally kept by pretty little 
brunettes, who are very happy to ſhew 
their various commodities to a traveller, 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 


Schaf bouſen and its wonderful Bridge— 
Neubau ſen and the Fall of the Rhine. 


| Scuarrnouskx, the capital of a can- 
ton of the ſame name, is irregular and 
ill built; moſt of the houſes are old, and 
covered on the outſide with execrable 
daubings, which they call pictures, and 
horrible ſcrawls, which they dignify with 
the name of inſcriptions ! 


Tux churches are deſtitute of taſte. 
and elegance ; the citadel is an ancient 
ruined 


= TI 
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ruined caſtle; and the arſenal contains 


a few ſtands of arms, broad ſwords, piſ- 
tols and cutlaſſes-;—yet, ſuch is the pre- 
valence of human vanity, that the people 
are extremely anxious to ſhew and enu- 
merate all theie to the curious! 


Tur only thing that can really excite 
the attention of the judicious ſtranger, 
is totally diſregarded by the inhabitants : 
I mean the wooden bridge thrown acrols 
the Rhine. This bridge, which is 342 
feet long, is entirely covered with à roof 
from one extremity to the other, and is 
ſo contrived, that there is no neceſſity 
for any arches to ſupport it. Every 
time that a carriage travels along, it 
yields to the preſſure, ſwings from one 
fide to the other, and ſeems ready to give 
way ; it is, however, remarkably ſafe, 
and has remained in the lame fituation 
for many years. 


This 
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T ms ſingular erection is the work of 
a ſimple carpenter, of the canton of 
Appenzel, called, Grubbenmann. It is 
aſſerted, that the whole bridge conſiſts en- 
tirely of one-arch, and that the pier, which 
is placed in the middle of the river, was 
added at the particular deſire of the Ma- 
giſtrates of Schaffhouſen, who were at 
once aſtoniſhed and affrighted at the bold- 
neſs of the undertaking, 


IT is really ſurpriſing, that a peaſant 
ſhould have achieved a work, which 
ſeems to indicate ſuch a ſuperior know- 
ledge in the principles of mechanics. 


ApBouT two miles from this ſingular 
bridge is Newhauſen, a little hamlet, 
ſituated on the . borders of the Rhine, at 


that very place where it begins to pre- 
cipitate itſelf over thefe rocks, called, 


the 
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the falls of Schaffhouſen. From the 
caſtle of Lauffen, on the other fide of 
the river, this ſcene preſents the moſt 
pictureſque and beautiful view that the 
human fancy ever formed, or the human 
eye ever dwelled upon. 


AFTER the melting of the ſnow, when 
the river has attained its proper majeſty 
and grandeur, the falls ſeems to be about 


eighty feet perpendicular, 


Ir is remarkable, that the Rhine, ſor- 
merly fell from a much greater height 
than at preſent, and that the river, which 
is daily wearing away the ſurface of the 
rocks, will ſome time or other preſent 


a plain, level, glaſſy ſuperticies to the 


view of the aſtoniſhed ſtranger, who 
will ſcarce credit thoſe tales of his an- 
5 ceſtors, 
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ceſtors, by which he vas taught to 


believe, that this was once a cata- 
ract ! 


| CHAP, 8 
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CHAPTER XL. 


The Lake of Conſtance. 


Tur lake of Conſtance is the largeſt 
of all the lakes in Switzerland. It is 


formed by the Rhine, which enters it at 
Rheineck, and leaves it at Stein, and is 
about fifteen or ſixteen leagues in length, 
and fix in breadth. It is ſurrounded by 
little hills and riſing grounds, entirely co- 
vered with vine-yards, and the verdure of 
the vines, and the purple colour of the 
grapes towards autumn, form a lively 
and an enchanting contraſt. 


I muſt obſerve, however, (for I would 
be ſcrupulous in my decifions, in regard 
even to inanimate nature) that the varie- 
gated views with which the Conſtance 

abounds, 
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abounds, are leſs luxuriant, leſs rich, leſs 
beautiful, and leis romantic, than thoſe 
in the neighbourhood of the Leman. 


The lake of Conſtance ſwells and over- 
flows its banks in the ſummer, like all 
the other lakes in Switzerland. 


— - - — * - "2 — — __———  ——— . — —— ——i— 
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CHAPTER XL. 


The Lake of Conſtance. 


Tar lake of Conſtance is the largeſt 
of all the lakes in Switzerland. It is 


formed by the Rhine, which enters it at 
Rheineck, and leaves it at Stein, and is 
about fifteen or ſixteen leagues in length, 
and fix in breadth. It is ſurrounded by 
little hills and riſing grounds, entirely co- 
vered with vine-yards, and the verdure of 
the vines, and the purple colour of the 
grapes towards autumn, form a lively 
and an enchanting contraſt. 


I muſt obſerve, however, (for I would 
be ſcrupulous in my decifions, in regard 
even to inanimate nature) that the varie- 
gated views with which the Conſtance 

abounds, 
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abounds, are leſs luxuriant, leſs rich, leſs 
beautiful, and lels romantic, than thoſe 4 
in the neighbourhood of the Leman. 1 


The lake of Conſtance ſwells and over- il 
flows its banks in the ſummer, like all C 
the other lakes in Switzerland. | J 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 


The Lake of Wall:fladt—a fingular cuſtom 
which prevails at Nefels. 


Tus charming little lake, formed by 
the river Linth, is about five leagues in 
length and one in breadth, and being 
pent up and ſurrounded by mountains, 
is only acceſlible at its two extremi— 
ties. It is inconceivable to what danger 
all the boats that navigate it are expoſ- 
ed; however, as it facilitates the tranſ- 
port of merchandiſe into Italy, it is al- 
ways covered with veſſels : this makes it 
appear a buſy and a lively ſcene, and 
takes away from that ſameneſs and ſtill 
life, which would otherwile appertain to 


it. It is pretended that the Eaſt and 


Weſt 
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Weſt are the only winds which blow 
here ; and as the South and North. are 


intercepted by the mountains, this is not. 


at all unlikely. 


Turk are many water-falls which 
adorn the proſpects on the banks of this 
lake ; the principal of theſe is called 
Mullen, the waters of which precipitate 


themſelves from the mountain called. 


Auf Anmon, 


Wess is a pretty little town; it is 


placed at the head of the great morraſs, 


which extends to the lake of Zurich; 


and it appears probable that that lake, 


and the lake of Walleſtadt formerly 
Joined together. 


Nxrkls, a conſiderable town in the 


canton of Glaris, is not far diſtant from 
Weſſen; there is a chapel near it, which 
this canton cauſed to be erected on the 


R | - field 
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field of battle, where 350 of its inhabi- 


tants gained a memorable victory over 
the Auſtrians in 1388. 


Tuis ſame date is engraved on ſeveral 
rocks in the neighbourhood ; and theſe 
ſimple monuments of a wild and uncul- 
tivated nation, are far more expreſlive 
than the pompous inſcriptions of civilized 
ſtates, 


Tuxv ſtill celebrate this victory every 
year, on the firſt Thurſday in April ; and 


it is not a little ſingular, that the town of 


Weſlen, which ſuccoured the Auſtrians, 
is obliged, on this very day, to ſend 


Deputies to hear the reproaches of their 


fellow-citizens, on account of the treaſon 
of their anceſtors! 


NxxtLs is the only place, by which a 
communication with this canton is kept 


up 
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up, as it is environed on all the other 
ſides by mountains cut into irregular 
paths, which are impracticable for a great 
part of the year. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 


Glaris—the Election of its Magiſtrates, &c. 


Grams, the principal town in the can- 
ton of the ſame name, is the ſeat of that 


government, which regulates all the im- 
portant concerns of the diſtrict. | 


Tu inhabitants aſſemble every year 
in the month of May, when each male 


above ſixteen years of age has a right to 


vote in the grand council, in which they 
eſtabliſh new laws, impoſe contribu- 
tions, form alliances, and treat of war 
and peace ! | 


The 
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Tue Catholic and Proteſtant reli- 
gions, are equally tolerated and pro- 
feſſed in this canton; and beſides the 
General Aſſembly, each of theſe ſeats 
has a particular meeting; the Proteſ- 
tants at Schwanden, and the Catholics 
at Erlen; it is at theſe times that the 
members ele& their own Magiſtrates, 
the number of which is fixed for every 
religion. It is always cuſtomary before 
the election, to determine the ſum which 
each of the candidates is to pay. for his 
office ; and actually to divide it among the 
voters who are preſent ! 


Tuis uſage, which allo prevails among 
many neighbouring cantons, is trequent- 
ly productive of great inconveniences, 
and often of the moſt glaring injuſtice, 
Thoſe who are thus inveſted with public 
employments, ſeek every opportunity of 
indemniſying themſelves ; and more el- 
peclally 
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pecially thoſe who are nominated to the 
Baillages, as they frequently exact heavy 
fines from ſuch culprits as are able to 
pay them. 


THERE is a grotto near to the town 
of Glaris, which is ſaid to have ſerved as 
a retreat for many holy Hermits, who 
have retired from the afflitions of a 
perſecuting world: the good people in 
the neighbourhood not only believe this, 


but they even go ſo far as to ſhew the 
marks of their fingers in the rocks! 


Tur Naturaliſt, however, is not to 
be impoſed upon by this pious fraud, for 
it is ealy to-perceive, that theſe memo- 
rials of pretended mortification, are no 


other than ſtalactites, produced by water 
of a petrifying quality ! 


The inhabitants of this canton, have 
become, in ſome reipects, a commer- 
cial 
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1 
cial people; and, therefore, are not ſo | 1 
much attached to a paſtoral life as for- 
merly :—they export cheele, ſkins, nitre 1 
and men! j 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 


Rapper ſchwyl and its Bridge. 


A LARGE ſtraggling town, abounding 
with old houles, deſpicable churches, and 
but badly peopled :—ſuch is Rapper- 
ſchwyl. It is dependant on the cantons 
of Zurich, Berne, and Glaris, to whom 
it pays homage once in fix years; it is, 
however, governed by its own proper 
Magiſtrates. 


Tuxxx are a great many antiquities in 

this neighbourhood ſaid to be the remains 
of Roman architecture; theſe, however, 
I paſs over in ſilence, but I cannot omit 
an inſtance of Swiſs architecture Ta 
mean the bridge acroſs the lake of Zu- 
rich. 


This 
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Tuts bridge is one thouſand, eight 
hundred and fifty feet long, and twelve 
broad ; it is built entirely of wood, and 
is io conſtrued, that the boards, which 
are placed on ſtakes driven into the 
mud at bottom, are neither nailed nor 
faſtened to each other by any contrivance 


whatever! It is pretended, that if this 


precaution were taken, the wind would 
carry the bridge away : this ſage expe- 
dient, therefore is uſed, to avoid ſuch an 
inconvenience, and every other day a 
plank, or a paſſenger diſappears ! 


Tais ingenious piece of mechaniſm 


owes its origin to the Count of Habotz- , 


bourg, by whoſe orders it was conſtructed 
in 1358 ; and ſhall J be believed, when 
I add, that there is actually a toll-gate 
affixed to it ? 


8 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 


Murten its Siege and Chapel. 


Mauxre or Murat, is built on the bor- 
ders of the lake of the ſame name, and 
is the chief town in the ſurrounding bai- 
liage, which the cantons of Berne and 
Fribourg polleſs in common between 
them. Murat is celebrated for the death 
and defeat of Charles Duke of Burgundy, 
ſurnamed the Hardy, who, being ob- 
liged to raiſe the ſiege, was defeated 
by the Swiſs with great ſlaughter, in the 
year 1476. 


THERE is a chapel on the field of battle, 


full of the bones of ſuch of the Burgun- 


dian army as were ſlain on the ſpot. Be- 
ſides the ancient inſcriptions which are 
very verboſe, a modern one has been 
16 81 within theſe few years, which, by 

its 
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its conciſeneſs and ſimplicity, does honor 
to the celebrated Haller : 


DEO. OPT. MAX. 
CAROLI INCLITI ET FORTISSIMI, 
BURGUNDLZ DUCIS EXERCITUS, 
MURATUM OBSIDIENS AB HEL- 
VETIIS, 
CASUS HOC MONUMENTUM SUI b 
Ph RELIQUIT, 
ANN. 1476. 


I am much pleaſed with this inſcrip- 
tion, which I have tranſlated thus : 
THE ARMY Wn = 
OF = 
CHARLES THE HARDY, 
DUKE OF BURGUNDY, . 
AFTER HAVING BESIEGED:  .. * 
MURAT, | | 
LEFT THIS 2 
As A MONUMENT OF THEIR 
EXPLOITS! 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


— — ſ— — — — 


Geneva. 


Tus city, placed on the confines of 
France, of Savoy, and of Switzerland, 
and properly appertaining to none of 
tneſe, ought not to be omitted. Its 
teriitory is inconſiderable, for the fpace 
vit. in its walls, forns the moſt confides- 
able part of the Republic, as it contains 
about 60,000 fouls, and there are not 


above 16,000 in the country under its 
juriſdiction. 


The ſituation of this little capital, on 
the borders of the lake Leman, is de- 
lightful; the proſpects around it are rich 
and variegated ; the country is admi- 

rably 
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rably cultivated, and the horizon is 
bounded by the majeſtic feenery of the 
Alps, Mount Blanc, and the chain of 
Jura. 


The houſes are in general well built, 
and agreeable to the eye, except in that 
quarter called, the lower toun, where 
the piazzas, ſupported on wooden pillars, 
give them a dull and gloomy appear- 
ance. 


The public edifices have nothing re- 
markable about them. 


The Town-houſe is a large, ancient 
building, abounding with Gothic apart- 
ments; you aſcend to the portico by a 
paved ſlope inſtead of a ſtaircaſe. 


The Arſenal abounds with many me- 


morials of the ancient inroads and inva- 


ſions of the Savoyards, and beſides theſe 
warlike 
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warlike trophies, contains modern arms 
for 12,009 men. 


The Academy is an inſtitution that. 
does honor to Geneva ; more than 600 
young men are uſually taught in it, and 
their abilities and induſtry are judiciouſly 
excited by prizes, tor which they are all, 
in their turn, competitors. 


The Public Library is attached to the 
Academy ; it abounds-with a number of 
excellent and valuable works, and is 
open for the amuſement and inſpection 
of citizens, and even of ſtrangers:*#— 


the former may carry home a certain 


This is alſo the caſe in Paris, and in almoſt 
every capital in Europe ; but to the diſgrace of this. 
country, the Britiſh Muſeum, containing a valu- 
able collection of books, principally purchaſed with 
the public money, cannot be entered, without the 
ceremony of a tedious, and ſometimes, a diſguſttul' 
application. Tranſ. 


-” 


number 
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number of books, and peruſe them at 
their leiſure. There are allo ſome cu- 


rious manuſcripts here, a votive buckler 
found :m the Arve, and a few pictures. 


The Society of Arts, which is a recent 
inſtitution, does great honor to this ca- 
pital ; and I would advile all ſuch as are 
fond of Natural Hiſtory, to viſit the ca- 
binets of M. M. Sauſſure, de Luc, Tollot, | 
Rillet and Tengry... 


The government is of a mixed kind ; 
the legiſlative power reſides in the ge- 
neral aſſembly of the citizens; the exe- 
cutive, in the magiſtrates, who confiſt of 
a council of twenty-four, which nomi- 
nates the molety of the grand council, 
out of which four Syndies are annually 
choſen by the general aſſembly. There 
is alſo a council of 200. 


Before the Revolution of 1782, all 
plays, ſhews, &c. were prohibited — 


The 
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The men were then uſed to alſemble in 


clubs, like the people ot England ; and 


the women met at each others houſes 
to drink tea, in the fame manner as the 
ladies of that nation. Since 1 782, they 
have erected a theatre, and forbidden 
popular allemblies.* 


Since the publication of the Marquis de 
Langle's work, another Revolution has taken place 
at Geneva. 


The reigning ariſtocracy of that capital, having 


refuſed the rights of citizenſhip to certain of the in- 


habitants both of the city and the country, who 
thoug lit themſelves entitled to thoſe franchiſes as 
their birth-rig at, theſe petty tyrants found their ca- 
pital beſieged without by an armed peaſantry, while 
they themſelves were threatened within by the exaſ- 
perated townſmen, and were thus reduced to the 
humiliating neceliity of granting the privileges which 
they had hiti.erto withheld. 


This trifling commotion, which occurred in the 
beginning of the preſent year, has been but little 
attended to amidſt the more ſplendid Revolutions of 
France and Poland! Tranſ. 


Except 
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Except Berne, Geneva, and ſome hand- 
ſome little villages in the Pays de Vaud, 
the towns of Switzerland offer nothing 
curious to the eye of the traveller. The 
ſtreets are naxrow and dirty, dark and 
gloomy in the day time, and very badly 
lighted at night. It may be faid of the 
few lanthorns hung up in them during a 
winter's evening, what Virgil obſerved 
of the veſſels of Aneas : 


« APPARENT RARI NANTES IN GURGITB- YASTO !** 


FINIS. 
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